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I must start with a heartfelt thank you to our amazing staff and brilliant students

in yet another unprecedented term. 

After a Christmas like no other we found ourselves in the position of having to

adapt to remote learning and live lessons once again, but with even more rigour

than previous lockdowns. I know how tough this was for everyone.

As parents and carers, we have all been coping with our own worries whilst

keeping our children engaged and on task at home. The volume and standard of

work produced is testament to your dedication to their learning. I would

especially like to thank you for all the lovely messages that many of you found

time to write to school. I can assure you these were shared widely and gave a

real boost to our colleagues, particularly Mr Farr in his first term as Head.

From 8th March we were able to welcome our whole student population back. It

was wonderful to see the excitement of our Plantsbrook family on their return. I

would also commend our students on how well they have re-integrated whilst

dealing with those new challenges such as testing and wearing masks in

classrooms.

I am incredibly proud of all that has been achieved over the last term and look

forward to sharing some exciting Trust developments with you over the coming

months.

I wish you all a wonderful Easter break and hope you manage to take advantage

of the relaxation in restrictions safely.

T H E  C E O ' S  M E S S A G E

C L A I R E  P R I T C H A R D
@ C _ M _ P R I T C H A R D

Welcome to the Spring Edition of the new Plantsbrook Newsletter.  

Our 'new look' newsletter is a review of life at Plantsbrook over the last term. We hope that

you like what you see and read and as always, we value your feedback, so please feel free to

let us know your thoughts at enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

As we arrive at the end of an extraordinary and challenging term, I would like to take the

opportunity to say a heartfelt thankyou to our students, parents and staff. In spite of the fact

that school life has been far from normal in recent months it has been encouraging to see so

many of our students embracing the return to some sense of routine and normality. Our staff

have worked tirelessly to go the extra mile and I thank all of them for their efforts and hard

work in support of our students and their families. I know you will thank them too.

As the Easter break quickly approaches it is clear that there is a sense of hope and rebirth in

the air. Let us hope that it continues well into the future. I hope that you all get to enjoy a restful

and relaxing break and look forward to seeing our staff and students return after the holiday

period.

Stay safe and take care, 

Mr J Farr 

Headteacher

Plantsbrook School

#proudtobeplantsbrook

mailto:enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk


Monday 4th January
 

to
 

Friday 12th February
 
 

half term
 
 

Monday 22nd February
 

to
 

Thursday 1st April
 
 
 

Monday 19th April
 

to
 

Friday 28th May
 
 

half term
 
 

Monday 7th June
 

to
 

Wednesday 21st July
 
 

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield. B72 1RB.

Tel: 0121 3462 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

PAGE 3 NEWSLETTER ALSO AVAILABLE ON SCHOOL WEBSITE WWW.PLANTSBROOKSCHOOL.CO.UK

STAFF CHANGES

Welcome to:

Mr D Jones, Facilities Assistant

Miss E Perkins, Facilities Apprentice

Miss N Sankey, IT Apprentice

We say goodbye to the following 

people:

Mrs S Dodd,  Sixth Form Administrator

Miss K Berry, Data Apprentice

TERM DATES 2021



 

We have been happy to welcome all of our instrumental teachers back to face-
to-face lessons. I would like to thank all pupils that have engaged in online
lessons during lockdown. The instrumental teachers have asked me to pass
on their thanks and praise for the dedication of our musicians across all year
groups. Please can you ensure that your child is practising between lessons, to
maximise the progress that they make, and know when their lesson time is. 

Pupils that are self-isolating can still access instrumental lessons online. Please
could you email their instrumental teacher on google classroom, so they are
aware that lessons will need to be online or email me at
l.wilson@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

Year group bubble ensembles are available during registration time. 

Monday - Year 10
Tuesday - Year 11
Wednesday - Year 9
Thursday - Year 13
Friday - Year 12

I would love to hear about any instrumental exam success since September,
so I can celebrate them in the next newsletter. If your child would like to share a
video of a performance with me, I would love to compile a virtual summer
concert.

Mrs Wilson, Miss Taylor and instrumental teachers from S4E
Plantsbrook Music Department

PAGE 4 NEWSLETTER ALSO AVAILABLE ON SCHOOL WEBSITE WWW.PLANTSBROOKSCHOOL.CO.UK

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield. B72 1RB.

Tel: 0121 3462 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

MUSIC LESSONS

Half termly ‘Meet the SENCo’ opportunities are available for one week every half term for

parents/carers if they wish to see Mrs Lomas (Inclusion Leader/SENCo). 

Please note, any student who has an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) will have an

arranged formal annual review.

9th November – 13th November 2020

11th January – 15th January 2021

1st March – 5th March 2021

26th April – 30th April 2021

14th June – 18th June 2021

Please note that due to the current ‘Covid-climate’, Mrs Lomas is only able to offer phone calls or

virtual meetings and not face-to-face meetings. If you would like to speak to Mrs Lomas regarding

your child, please email her on: a.lomas@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

MEET THE SENCo

OPPORTUNITIES

mailto:l.wilson@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
mailto:a.lomas@plantsbrookschool.co.uk


The majority of students returned to school in March in perfect uniform and we thank you for enabling this to happen,

especially when shops have been closed and it may have been difficult to purchase new items for your ever growing

teenagers.

There are a few cases where new clothing hasn’t been purchased so please use the Easter holiday period, when

hopefully for the second week, clothes shops will be open again, to ensure your son/daughter is equipped with the

full school uniform.

A reminder that our school uniform policy can be found here:

https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/school-uniform/

In particular, we would like to draw your attention to our policy on shoes and skirts:

Skirts should be worn from the waist and must be on or very close to the knee.

It will be the school’s decision if we deem the skirt too short.

Shoes should be clean and fastened correctly. No tongues should be visible.

Please be aware some trainer style shoes sold in the school section of reputable shoe shops, will not be permitted.
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Lycra based skirts

Tight-fitting skirts

Rolling up skirts

Fashion zips, belts, buttons or patterns

Fashion splits, only functional

Permitted:

Plain all black business-like shoe

All leather or leather-like material

Laces or slip-ons

Slip-ons with a flat sole

Patent

Plain black business-like skirt

Pleated skirts

Pencil skirts

A-line skirts

STUDENT UNIFORM REMINDER

Not permitted:

Trainers

Trainer-style shoe

Boots

Canvas, composite or suede

Coloured stitching or coloured logo

Visible logo or branding

Silver/gold/coloured adornments or eyelets

In addition to this, jewellery should not be worn to school.

https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/school-uniform/
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E Q U I P M E N T

RE M I N D ERS

Black pen

Red pen

Pencil

Rubber

Pencil sharpener

30cm ruler

Maths drawing equipment and a calculator

Crayons and highlighters

A whiteboard and whiteboard pen

A glue stick

On top of the basic equipment that we ask all students to bring to school with

them every day, we have also asked that students have some additional items

this academic year.

Please can students have a top-up of these items over the break to ensure they

are prepared for learning in their lessons on their return.
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ADT LOCKDOWN WORK
Some amazing work produced by our art, design and technology students during lockdown.

Well done!

Y11 FOOD PRACTICALS
Well done to Year 11s for their amazing work!
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C E L E B R A T I N G  W O R L D  A U T I S M  W E E K
As part of Autism Awareness Week we would like to share a poem with you.

This is just one account from one person with Autism. The Autistic Spectrum is exactly that – a spectrum of need and

things that affect one person and which may not affect another quite so much.

Some people may not have a diagnosis of Autism, but accept that they have autistic traits. At Plantsbrook we encourage

our students to accept and celebrate our differences’.

 

I am Special Just Like You

I am special just like you

I can take the things I do

And learn from them the best I can

Make a difference with who I am

You might be slow and I might be fast

We don’t need to measure who is first or last

You might be smart and I may be not

So who cares about that we still have a lot

To share and to grow together we’ll be

Friends to the end just you wait and see

I keep to myself quiet as a mouse

Quiet is good in this very big house

The noise the noise that gets too loud

If we’re shopping or in a big crowd

It can come from the tv or radio music

Whatever it is I can easily lose it

It bothers me everywhere and starts to hurt

In my ears and my head and I’m just not sure

How to stop it but wish I could figure it out

What is this terrible noise all about

I am a happy kid most of the time

And smile at everyone I can find

If I don’t understand I easily cry

Wish I could tell you I just don’t know why

Sometimes when you speak

I’m not sure what you say

If you’re sad or you’re hurt

I might not hear it that way

I like it when things are always the same

Like my food and toys and my video games

I walk on my toes and twirl round and round

It makes me feel better and helps me calm down

When you listen to a sound that you don’t want to hear

You can take your own hands and cover your ears

If I were a turtle I could move my head fast

Back into my shell where it’s quiet at last

Sometimes when we talk I don’t look in your eyes

I might just forget so don’t be surprised

If I don’t speak at all let’s try to wait

There are other ways we can communicate

It’s hard to sit still when I want to play

I start moving around in my own special way

When I get excited I can keep myself busy

By jumping and spinning even though I get dizzy

I can play with my hands and fingers all over

It’s just what I do no need to take cover

When I’m finally tired I do realize

It’s the end of today and can just close my eyes

Things don’t look the same to you and me

Where I see a forest you see a tree

I hear the wind blowing strong in the sky

You hear a breeze as it softly goes by

My smell and my taste are different than yours

So many choices thank goodness of course

There’s really a lot to say about touch

Sometimes even my clothes feel too much

If I think the light is shining too bright

Or even if the noise isn’t right

If it smells awful and tastes bad

And anything touching makes me mad

It’s a terrible time for you and me

But it passes so quickly and soon we will see

That it’s over and done with and better at last

It was just a quick moment now gone in the past

Say what you say easy and clear

I only understand exactly what I hear

If I can’t find the right words to answer you

Watch me carefully look at what I do

When all those words get in the way

I learn best when I see it every day

Be patient with me it does take me time

Show me again and again until my mind

Can figure it out so I can tell

That I learned what I needed and remember it well

As I grow bigger and stronger each day

I hope I can find an easier way

To say what I think and think what I feel

How great that would be a really big deal

I can do better when you think that I can

Remember to show me and show me again

I know that you love me so love me through this

I do my best and don’t need to be fixed

Help me and teach me it’s simple as that

I need you I love you matter of fact

If I can’t tell you exactly how I feel

Or act out in a way that seems unreal

You’re everything I count on every day

Do accept me and cherish my own special way.

Jackie Bielinski.
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V I  B A S E

We now have a new Twitter

account for the Vision

Resource Base at

Plantsbrook. 

 

Follow, like and retweet us

@PlantsbrookVI



TEACHER ASSESSED GRADES

It is important our Year 11 and 13 students understand that

their attendance, participation and completion of work

could all be used as evidence. Our advice to them all is to

do their best in all lessons. The delivery of new content has

stopped and the preparation for mini-assessments has

commenced. There will be no mini-assessments

scheduled after 11th of May so that teachers may assess,

moderate and quality assure all judgements fairly and

robustly..

There will be numerous checks and balances in place to

ensure that TAGS are accurate, are fair to the students

and that they align with previous assessments. Final TAGS

will be submitted to awarding organisations by the

deadline 18th of June.

Mocks, tests and some pieces of work already

completed, which may have informed past projected

grades or mock grades.  

Upcoming mini-assessments, which will all be

planned for and conducted in lessons. The key word

here is mini.

Non-exam assessments (NEA), where applicable,

although they may not be fully completed.   

A balance of practical and theoretical performance in

relevant subjects. Art & design grades will be based

only on student portfolios.   

Where applicable, a consideration of mitigating

factors that may have affected student performance

and in-line with awarding bodies’ guidance.

In response to the cancellation of exams and the release

of the Ofqual consultation I wanted to share with you our

position in relation to the awarding of teacher assessed

grades (TAGS). I want to assure that we will approach this

process with honesty, integrity and a high degree of

professionalism. 

As you know grades this year will be awarded through

teacher judgements, not graded by an algorithm. They

will be based on a combination of evidence that has

already been assessed and evidence that is yet to be

assessed. This assessment of the TAGS will be

conducted over the coming weeks both prior to and after

the Easter break. Our students will only be assessed on

content that they have been taught and our subject

teachers will make it clear to students what evidence will

be used to inform their judgements. This assessed

evidence will include:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Should students feel that the TAGS that they have been

awarded are not representative of their demonstrated

ability then they have the right to appeal. We are still

awaiting full confirmation of how the process will work

but once we do have more information we will post

details on our website.

As Head of Centre I will be asked to sign-off all teacher

assessed grades. I will aim to make sure that the process

is fair, equitable and consistent and that our students are

fully recognised for their efforts and achievements.  

 

Many thanks,

Mr Farr

Headteacher

 

Students that have special educational needs and are

entitled to exam access arrangements will be catered for

with mini-assessments. They will receive extra time

allocations and support as they would in normal

assessment circumstances, should they choose to.

Please remember that at no point can any member of staff

discuss TAGS with students or parents. Teachers will

politely deny any student or parental requests so we would

ask that you do not put them in a difficult situation by asking

difficult questions that they are unable to answer. Ofqual

has clearly communicated that TAGS must not be

discussed or shared before results day.

Results days are on 10th August for A-level & L3 vocational

and 12th August for GCSEs & L2 vocational.

 

The timeline above provides a breakdown of how the TAGS process will work.

Please see a link below for further explanation of the

Teacher Assessed Grades process and the “mini

assessments” that your son/daughter is currently taking

part in. This is a google drive folder where you will find a

video.

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-xw9Mn-

1eTK4zG2B9HJ0J2NxOx1bpdjy?usp=sharing

 

The link below is where you can submit any questions you

have.

 

https://forms.gle/GYBFCK3zg2LZn67i9

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-xw9Mn-1eTK4zG2B9HJ0J2NxOx1bpdjy?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/GYBFCK3zg2LZn67i9
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APPLYING FOR SIXTH FORM
All Year 11 students who applied for a place in our Sixth Form for September 2021, should by now have

received a conditional email of acceptance. If you haven’t received one and applied before the deadline please

contact pbsixthform@plantsbrookschool.co.uk or the Sixth Form office as soon as possible.

ASSESSMENTS
On Wednesday, 17th March 2021, Ms Proctor held an online meeting for parents to provide an overview of the process of

Teacher Assessed Grades for students. Our aim was to explain the process, answer any queries and to reassure parents

and students. If you were unable to attend this session it was emailed out to parents on Friday 19th March along with the

timetable for Y13 mini assessments.

If you would like further information or clarification of any of the points raised please contact the Sixth Form office.

 

SIXTH FORM
Do You think you are ready for Adulthood? Is Adulthood coming faster than you want?

Use this link to answer the questions: Adulthood Ahead Quiz: https://forms.gle/MRNdpEaYjFNb4UN46

Closing date for entries 1st April 2021

 

YEAR 13 PARENTS’ EVENING
The online Year 13 Parents’ Evening took place on Monday, 22nd March 2021. If you were unable to attend this

event and would like feedback on how your son/daughter is doing please contact the Sixth Form office.

 

UNSURE OF YOUR NEXT MOVE?
Not going to uni and unsure what you want to do after year 13? Please book a meeting with Mrs Knowles,

Careers Adviser and she will discuss your available options.

 

Y13 STUDENT FINANCE
Any students that have applied for a university placement in September need to ensure they have applied

for student finance. Student Finance helps with tuition fees and living costs. You can apply at

www.gov.uk/studentsfinance

and the closing date is 24th May.

 
SIXTH FORM WEBSITE

https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/home-sixth-form/

mailto:s.dodd@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
https://forms.gle/MRNdpEaYjFNb4UN46
http://www.gov.uk/studentsfinance
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/apply
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@pbcareershub on Twitter & Instagram
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Y13 STUDENT FINANCE
Any students that have applied for a university placement in September need to ensure they have applied for

student finance. Student finance helps with tuition fees and living costs. You can apply at

www.gov.uk/studentsfinance and the closing date is 24th May.

 

Y12 UCAS
Many of you have been asking about university and how to choose a course or university.

After the Easter break Mrs Knowles will be delivering a set of short presentations to help you with your next step.

There will also be a Google form to complete to help the careers team assess where you are up to in your thought process.

 

EUROPA LOGISTICS
For students that want to get straight into employment, Rapid Logistics are currently recruiting for Trainee

Account Managers to start in August. You must be 18+, have 3 x GCSE grades 4 and above. You will be

based in Minworth and the starting salary is £22.5k with a company car. To apply fill in the application form

on the website: www.europa-worldwide.com/rapid-career-development-programme

 

Keep updated with the latest apprenticeship vacancies at www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprenticeships you

can search by 15 different sectors of interest to see what positions are currently available. Don’t forget the job

boards are a good place to look for apprenticeships such as total jobs, cv library, monster and indeed.

 

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES

VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE
There are loads of opportunities available for virtual work experience, websites such as www.springpod.co.uk

and www.speakersforschools.org offer some great programmes. Taking part in a virtual work experience

programme looks great on your personal statement or CV!

 

UNSURE OF YOUR NEXT MOVE?
Not going to uni and unsure what you want to do after year 13? Please book a meeting with Mrs Knowles,

Careers Adviser and she will discuss your available options.

 

KEEP UP TO DATE
Every bit of careers information on apprenticeships, uni’s, colleges, employment or virtual work experience

is transferred onto either Instagram (pbcareers), Twitter (@PlantbrkCareers), screens in the Sixth Form

common room and canteen or the noticeboard in the common room. So please keep checking for the latest

information!

http://www.gov.uk/studentsfinance
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/apply
http://www.europa-worldwide.com/rapid-career-development-programme
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprenticeships
http://www.springpod.co.uk/
http://www.speakersforschools.org/

