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Welcome to the first edition of our school newsletter for the new

academic year 2021/22.  

It has been yet another hectic and busy period for us here at

Plantsbrook.  It seems so long ago that we welcomed students back

to school in September to receive their Covid tests before we could

get them back into the classroom.  A lot has happened since, some

of it Covid related but thankfully much that isn't.  However, this half-

term has brought our school community closer together. 

 Unfortunately, some of that is as a result of our shared grief and

sadness for the tragic loss of Louis Watkiss in Year 8.  We know how

much he is missed, not only by his form, his year group and his

teachers, but also by so many more within our wider community. 

 That is why it is so warming to inform you that the charitable

donations made for the “Wear Blue for Louis Day” raised a

staggering figure in excess of £4000.  We are absolutely

overwhelmed by the generosity of our community in this fundraising

and mark of remembrance.  

In conjunction with Louis’ family we will ensure these funds are shared between the West Midlands Air Ambulance

and related emergency service charities, who I’m sure will put it to good use. Thankfully, there are other events that

have also brought us closer together including the return of extra-curricular sports and arts activities, the wonderful

work done for Mental Health Day and the lifting of many of the Covid restrictions, which kept so many of us apart on

a daily basis.

Thank you for your continued support with Covid-19 home testing. We know how important it is for you to be able to

send your children to school. You should encourage your children to continue testing twice a week, at home,

throughout the half-term holiday. We would also request that they take a test before returning to school on 1st

November. All results should be reported, even if your result is negative or void.

On a personal note, it has been a real pleasure over the last few weeks to visit so many lessons and observe how

genuinely hard our students and staff are working. The time lost to Covid is something we are acutely aware of, but it

is so encouraging to see the combined strength of attitude invested to overcome its impact. I must confess I am also

looking forward to a relaxing and restful half-term break and I wish all of you the same, whether that be at home or

somewhere else.

Take care and best wishes,

Mr J Farr 

Headteacher

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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Louis was a kind,  young man who was a fr iend to many of us.  Even those

who were not fr iends with him, knew how kind-hearted he was. He had

many talents,  music and sports just to name a couple.  His smile always

lit  up the room. He was confident and always spoke up for what he

believed in.  The way he carried himself  was truly an inspiration to us al l .

It  breaks our hearts that he has been taken way too early from this world

and that we have lost the opportunity to see him prosper in l i fe.

However,  we have no doubt that he would have been successful  in

whatever he set out to do.

 

Our tutor group wil l  never be the same without him but we have lots of

beautiful  memories of Louis which we wil l  always cherish.

 

Rest in peace Louis,  we wil l  always carry you within our hearts.

 

Miss Taj and 8T

I N  M E M O R Y  O F  L O U I S
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On the 8th of October Plantsbrook School embraced World

Mental  Health Day and the colour yellow with several

wellbeing activit ies throughout the day.  At break t ime, Mental

Health videos were playing in the canteen, there were also

two calming rooms set up for students to pop into if  they

wanted a bit  of a tranquil  calm space. The Canteen was taken

over by Yr13 Student Leaders who led on activit ies such as

mindful  colouring and random acts of kindness.  Meanwhile

the main entrance was very busy with students and staff

taking the opportunity to take a self ie in our yellow themed

selfie station.  The main entrance also hosted the hopes and

dreams tree activity in which we created two stunning trees

fi l led with leaves of students ’  future aspirations.  Moving

outdoors towards the MUGA we led on stations including

‘how many positives in your l i fe ’ ,  ‘special  memories ’ ,  and

‘check on a fr iend ’  –  this is where we explored what to say to

a fr iend who seems withdrawn and not themselves.  Stickers

were a major hit  on the day,  with positive messages printed

on them such as ‘smile ’  and ‘be kind,  these were given out

throughout the day.  We sti l l  see stickers on sixth formers

lanyards or on student ’s pencil  cases! All  in al l ,  i t  was a great

day and there was a real  buzz around school.

Thank you to al l  that got involved and the staff  that helped

make the day a great success and helping us to create this

wonderful  experience. 

Year 13 Wellbeing Ambassadors

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

NATIONAL STRESS AWARENESS DAY

National Stress Awareness Day is on the 3rd of November and we

hope to invite students and staff  to take part in a variety of fun

activit ies across the school day revolving around stress and what

we can do to support ourselves and others.

 

Please pick up your f lyer from your form rooms on how to combat

stress,  look out for the calming video in the canteen during break,

and enjoy other activit ies such as mindful  colouring,  visit  the

journaling station and learn t ips on calm breathing during lunch.

 

Please look out during the daily bulletin for the ful l  t imetable of

events on the 3rd of November as well  as the screens in the canteen

as well  as a ful l  review from our wellbeing ambassadors in our next

newsletter.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER

TO

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER

HALF TERM

TO

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER

FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY

TO

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY

HALF TERM

TO

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL

AUTUMN TERM

2021

SPRING TERM

2022

SUMMER TERM

2022

THURSDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY MONDAY 25TH APRIL

FRIDAY 27TH MAY

TO

MONDAY 6TH JUNE

HALF TERM

TO

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

School Training Days 2021/2022

Thursday 2nd September 2021

Friday 3rd September 2021

Friday 22nd October 2021

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

 

TERM DATES

VACANCIES

Teaching Vacancies

Contractor Vacancies

Teacher of English (Maternity cover)- To see more please see the vacancies page on the school websit.e

Catering and Cleaning services- To see more please visit wmjobs.co.uk

STAFF CHANGES
We say Goodbye to...

Miss N Robinson - Receptionist

Mr P Dunn - Facilities Supervisor

Welcome...

Miss M Cornfield - Sixth Form Pastoral and Admin Ast

Miss C Forbes - Art, Design & Tech Technician

Miss D Gill - Academic Coach Maths with Science

Mrs L Grealish - Attendance Administration Officer

Mrs L Evans - Reception and Pastoral Support Assistant

Mrs Z O'Toole - Female L3 TA

Miss S Nahal - Teacher of Art

Miss L Docker - Teacher of Art 

Mr J Mumby - Teacher of English

Mr B Davis - Teacher of Science

Miss E O'Connell - Teacher of Science

Mr B Parry - Facilities Supervisor

Miss K Moore - Data Apprentice

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

October has been an exciting t ime for the

music department as we have welcomed two

new opportunities for students.  We have been

selected by SFE to be one of four schools to

be involved in Soundlab, a project that al lows

15 of our students to share their  musical  ideas

in composition and performance. A team of

professional musicians from the Birmingham

Conservatoire provide sessions both at

Plantsbrook School and Symphony Hall ,  

 where we wil l  work alongside other schools to

produce a joint recording.  After only two

sessions the musicians have composed two

songs.

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES

SFE have also provided the school with a weekly

session from a professional Dhol teacher to lead

the newly formed Plantsbrook Dhol ensemble.

Pupils from key stage 3 and Mrs Drury have

been working hard after school to learn the

techniques of Dhol drumming. Thank you to

Birmingham Music Service for providing

students with this opportunity.  

Well  done to al l  those participating! Mrs Wilson

and Miss Taylor are very proud of the

commitment being shown to both projects.  We

hope to feature both in our forthcoming

Christmas concert,  the date of which wil l  be

announced after half  term. 

Instrumental  lessons are sti l l  available from

professional musicians from Birmingham music

service (SFE).  If  your child has passed a music

exam in the last 12 months,  please let me know

so their  effort can be recognised in school.

l .wilson@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

Mrs Wilson and Miss Taylor

Music Department

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB

Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

mailto:l.wilson@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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Plantsbrook students who are supported by the staff  from the Base

for Students with a Vision Loss recently took part in an off  t imetable

day where they focused on independent l iving skil ls to prepare them

for l i fe,  post school education.  

Early morning tasks required the key stage 3 and 4 students to

navigate a route around Sutton Town Centre using special ly

developed maps and photograph books identifying specific

information as they progressed. Meanwhile the Sixth Form students

took a less energetic route to Café 1  for a quiet drink and chat.

The groups later met at Aldi  to purchase ingredients to create cakes,

wraps,  toasties and paninis for their  lunch which they made on their

return to school.

Afternoon activit ies included planning a tr ip to a local bowling al ley

and careers based activit ies such as investigating and applying for

post 16 and university education.

OF

VI TREASURE HUNTS & TOASTIES

Y8 FOOTBALL MATCH

An excellent start to the season so far with wins in the league and cup for the Year 10 Football  Team.

The lads won convincingly against Highclare School and then fol lowed this up with a 5-0 win against

John Wil lmott.  Tom Delaney got 4 assists and was man of the match. The team play George Dixon

Academy in the Birmingham Cup as the road to more success continues.  Well  done to al l  players that

have represented the team so far.

Mr Brough

PE Y10 FOOTBALL TEAM

Year 8 Played their  f irst round Birmingham Cup match away at Alderbrook School.  Plantsbrook

started brightly and scored the f irst goal of the match inside 5 minutes with Dylan getting a goal.

Plantsbrook dominated possession and territory for most of the half ,  but Alderbrook came back into

the match towards the end of the half .  But it  was Plantsbrook who took their  opportunity and scored

their  second by Freddy. 

The second half  started the same as the f irst with Plantsbrook looking l ively,  but Alderbrook came

back strongly and started to take control  of the game but resolute Plantsbrook defence managed to

keep the opposition attacks to long range efforts.  Plantsbrook managed the last 5 minutes well  and

with no more goals the match f inished 2-0. Plantsbrook have another away trip this t ime to Kings

Norton Boys'  school in round 2.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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CROSS COUNTRY

Y12 NETBALL TEAM
Well  done to the year 12 netball  team on coming 3rd in the

Birmingham County netball  tournament last week. They

played a number of schools including Sutton Girls,  EHS,

King Edwards High School and Bishop Vesey. The girls

played well  with some sharp shooting from Lucy and Olivia

but unfortunately,  lost to King Edwards in the semi-finals.

Overall ,  they worked well  together as a team and

encouraged each other throughout each game. Well  done

girls!

 Mrs McLaughlin

Y11 BRONZE D   EOF

The 2019 cohort f inally managed to complete their  Bronze

DofE award over the weekend of 9th &10th of October.  The

weather was bri l l iant and students set off  in high spirits.

Similar enthusiasm was displayed on reaching the campsite

at the end of day one despite some groups walking nearly

20km.

Morale remained high on day two as the sun came out and

the groups set off  on the f inal  leg of their  adventure.

Thanks to Ms Crawford,  Mr Hoaresmith & Mr Hulse for the

support over the weekend.

Well  done to al l  the students that participated in the

school cross country at Bishop Vesey School last

week. 

There were some exceptional individual

performances and an excellent effort by the Year 11

boys team to win the competit ion overall .  Beating

Arthur Terry by one point.  

This Saturday morning al l  of  the students are invited

to the North Birmingham Athletic team trials in

Sutton Park.  Good luck to al l  Plantsbrook pupils

representing the school.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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MEDICATION DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

Although the administration of prescribed medicines is a parental responsibility, there may be occasions when

medication is required during the school day to allow a student to attend school. 

The arrangement must be authorised, prior to any medication being brought into school, by contacting the First

Aid/Cover Manager Mrs Dhillon

ASTHMA

Students who have asthma should carry their inhaler with them at all times during the school day. 

A spare emergency inhaler can be kept in school, this should be clearly labelled with your child’s name and sent to

Mrs Dhillion

PTA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Dear Parent/Carer,

The Big PTA Christmas Raffle is back. 

Plantsbrook PTA has joined the Big PTA Christmas Raffle 2021

to help raise money for our school. Tickets costs £3. 

Each ticket will be entered into 12 draws over 6 days from 13th to

18th December 2021. Every draw will give you the chance to win

up to £5,000 and 50% from every ticket sold goes to support

Plantsbrook School. 

Please see the leaflet for more details.

To buy tickets go to Plantsbrook School - Support - The

Big PTA Christmas Raffle (bigptaraffle.co.uk)

Kind Regards

Plantsbrook PTA

BAD WEATHER

Please refer to the school website for up to date information. Please operate under the

presumption that the school will remain open unless stated otherwise.

COACHING SUCCESS

A huge well done to all of Mrs Elia's English coaching students who have worked hard this half-term and made significant

progress in their end of half-term tests. For the highest scores, special congratulations go to Jack (Yr11)and Shyan (Yr10)

both scoring 100% and to Joshua (Yr10) for the most progress made, with a massive 52% progress since the beginning

of the half-term! Well done to all.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/plantsbrook-school-b72
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Dear parents/carers,

Thank you for supporting us by sending your child to school in the correct uniform. The vast

majority of students look incredibly smart in their uniform and are great representatives of

Plantsbrook within school and in our wider community.

Although most students have the correct uniform, they are choosing to wear this uniform in

a way that doesn ’t  meet our uniform policy e.g.  roll ing skirts up. We would appreciate it  if

you could talk about this at home over the half term break as we will  be tightening up on this

in November and students not following the policy will  be sanctioned.

Blazers –  must be worn in the building at all  t imes (unless Mr Farr announces a ‘no blazer ’

day)

Jumpers –  V neck and not tucked into skirts or trousers.

Jewellery –  not allowed. Apart from a watch and a single stud earring in each ear.

Skirts –  on or just above the knee. Stop roll ing them up. No Lycra or tight fitting skirts

allowed. No skater style skirt allowed.

Trousers –  must be long enough to meet your shoe. No ankle gap.

Shirts –  tucked in,  all  the way round, all  the time.

Coats and headphones of any sort including wireless headphones are not allowed

anywhere in the building. They will  be confiscated.

Shoes –  no trainers.

The students have had the following message shared with them:

Uniform issues at the moment:

We appreciate your support with this.

Miss Dudley

Assistant Headteacher

UNIFORM REMINDER

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


Elevate is an award-winning organisation that has been working with your

child’s school to help them become more effective learners. We realise that

these are challenging times. Your child’s ability to self-motivate, manage

their time and prepare effectively will be a crucial factor to guarantee their

success over this academic year.

Join us for our exclusive webinar series where we will show you – as

parents – how to best support your child through school. 
https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/f7-08ac-43d8-be66-

29e31e3aa167/3h13p/122850334?

h=Q66XeDYFkO9IQe1ZIkbZikyR_XVlcXblE0cQos3hhEI

ELEVATE EDUCATION

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY  

It is the parent’s responsibility to make sure children attend every day and on time. If your

child cannot attend because of illness, we ask you to telephone the school by 8.15am on

the first day of absence and every subsequent day and to send in a note of explanation to

the Form Tutor on the first day back. 

 

Where possible, please arrange appointments outside of school hours, e.g. dentist,

doctor. If this is not possible, parents should notify their child’s Form Tutor in writing

before the appointment. Absence for family holidays will not be authorised during term

time.

 

We are having an increasing number of parents/carers attend the school to bring forgotten items to school for

their child. 

There are over 1500 students at Plantsbrook School and some days we have in excess of 35 requests to

distribute items. We have a very busy reception team and should they accommodate these requests they would

have little time to do anything else.  Please note we will NOT accept these items and politely request that you

discuss the importance of being prepared for the school day with your child to ensure they have all the items they

need. 

Items we will not accept:

PE kit – we have a supply of clean, spare kit should this be required.

School books, homework.

Items we will accept:

Forgotten lunch or drinks.

Ingredients for food technology class as the items are perishable. 

Glasses.

Medication. 

Art projects that are large or too bulky for a student to carry.
 
All students are informed daily during registration (via the daily bulletin) that they should not contact their

parent/carer to bring in items that they may have forgotten. We encourage all students to be organised, prepare in

advance and “pack their school bag the night before”. Thank you in advance for your support in this matter. 

FORGOTTEN ITEMS

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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HAPPY, SAFE HALLOWEEN/BONFIRE NIGHT –
REMINDER FROM WEST MIDLANDS POLICE

Anti-social behaviour: Halloween can be a scary time for people who don’t like surprises or callers at their door.

Think about how your actions and behaviour affect others; elderly and vulnerable people may be frightened by

‘trick or treat’ so look out for signs in windows that people do not want callers at their door.

Personal Safety: 

Be aware of your surroundings, take care of friends and family members and keep valuables such as phones

out of public view whenever possible.

Don’t drink alcohol, take illegal drugs or unknown substances; they can have a big impact on your health and

safety, behaviour and your ability to do well at school and enjoy other interests and activities. They can also be

addictive and have unpredictable side effects, including sudden death!

West Midlands Fire Service recommends that you go to an organised display; it’s the smart way to stay safe.

You’ll see a lot more fireworks and it’s a lot cheaper. Information about firework safety is available at

www.saferfireworks.com

Weapons in public places: carrying a knife will get you a criminal record which can have life-long effects on

travel and job prospects. Those who carry knives are also much more likely to be injured by them.

Off-road bikes: These can only be ridden on private land with the landowner’s permission. Don’t risk your life

and future prospects by illegally riding these on the road.

Remember the company you keep: if your friend breaks the law, you may also be held responsible for that crime

– even if you weren’t the one directly responsible. 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

With the darker nights fast approaching, it is important that students are reminded what we, as a school community,

expect of them in terms of behaviour. 

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school

has a two-way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members of

the local Police & Schools Panel. This joint-approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce crime and

anti-social behaviour involving our students, and provide support and up-to-date safety messages.

In partnership with the police, we would also like to remind our students about the following:-

1.

2.

3.

Yours faithfully,

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.saferfireworks.com/

