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THE HEADTEACHER'S
MESSAGE
MR JASON FARR
@MYSTERFARR

Finally, we have reached the end of term and the end of
this year and I am pleased to say that I am very proud of
our students and the staff for their continued efforts. They
have pulled together in challenging times to ensure that we
can now enjoy a well deserved restful and relaxing break. I
hope that school will reopen as planned after Christmas
and I would remind all parents to consult our website in
case there are any changes to this affected by the
emerging national situation.
The plans for students regarding Covid testing and the
return to school in January have been shared with all
parents and are also available on our website.
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TERM DATES
AUTUMN TERM 2021

SPRING TERM 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022

THURSDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER

TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY

MONDAY 25TH APRIL

TO

TO

TO

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER

FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY

FRIDAY 27TH MAY

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY

MONDAY 6TH JUNE

TO

TO

TO

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

School Training Days 2021/2022
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 25th April 2022
Summer term will end on Thursday 21 July 2022 rather than Friday 22 July 2022 in lieu of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee bank holiday.

VACANCIES
Staff Vacancies
Business Admin Apprentice – Town Junior School

Contractor Vacancies
Catering and Cleaning Services - City of Wolverhampton Council

STAFF CHANGES
Welcome...
Mr B Parry - Facilities Supervisor
Mrs S McGuinness - L2 TA Named Child
Miss K Harris - Lunchtime Supervisor
We say Goodbye to...
Mr A Ball - IT Operations Officer
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LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
RETURN
TO SCHOOL
2022
Please find below the Covid testing plans for the return of students in January.
There will be a staggered start to the new term but we aim to minimise disruption by getting students
back into lessons as quickly as possible.
All tests will be done in the sports hall and students should report in full school uniform and be ready to
attend lessons the same day as their test. This is with the exception of Year 10 and Year 13. All
students will need to arrive for their test via the Ebrook Road gates, they will need to be wearing a face
covering and have their phone ready to record their test result using the NHS website, instruction will
be provided. Students will be able to use the school wi-fi to access the internet. If students do not
have a phone or an internet enabled device they will be able to make use of a school device to record
their result. Once we know students have tested negative we will allow them to attend lessons. Any
student who tests positive will need to return home and their parents will be informed. We already
have consent from previous testing programmes but if parents wish to change their preference on this
please email enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
Lessons for students in Year 7, 8, 9, & 11 will commence on Wednesday 5/1/22.
P2 for Year 11 only
P3 for Year 11 & Year 7
P4 for Year 11
P4a for Year 7 & 8
P5 for Years 7, 8, 9 & 11
Lessons for students in Year 10 will commence P1 on 6/1/22
Lessons for students Year 12 will commence P2 on 6/1/22

On the morning of Thursday 6th January there will be a slightly later start time to the day.
School will open at 9.00am and tutorial will run from 9.00-9.20am with a shortened lesson 1 for Years 7-11 from 9.2010.00am. This is to enable staff training to take place for the school's new management information system.
The rest of the day will continue as normal.

Because not everyone finds it easy to access sanitary products.
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LOCKERS
AND
PADLOCKS
ATTENDANCE
AND
PUNCTUALITY
It is the parent’s responsibility to make sure children attend every day and on
time. If your child cannot attend because of illness, we ask you to telephone
the school by 8.15am on the first day of absence and every subsequent day
and to send in a note of explanation to the Form Tutor on the first day back.
Where possible, please arrange appointments outside of school hours, e.g.
dentist, doctor.
If this is not possible, parents should notify their child’s Form Tutor in writing before the appointment.
Absence for family holidays will not be authorised during term time.

LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
DROPPING OFF
AND COLLECTING
STUDENTS
May I remind parents/carers that you must not drop off students at the front of
school or use Plantsbrook car park. We appreciate just how difficult it is to park
near to the School, especially at the beginning and end of the school day. There
is a pay and display car park opposite the school that could be used. Please
ensure that you park safely and consider others. Many thanks in helping our
community.

ICELAND TRIP FEBRUARY 2023
In the New Year, you will be able to register your interest for the tour of Iceland trip. The five-day tour
will take in some of Iceland's most iconic sights including the Golden Circle tour where you will get the
opportunity to swim in a thermal pool, a full day excursion to the South Shore where if weather
conditions allow, you will walk up to the Solheimajokull glacier. New for this year, we have added an
additional day to visit the Wonders of the Reykjanes Peninsular where you can step onto the Bridge
Between the Continents - an area connecting the American and Eurasian tectonic plates. Finally, we
end our Icelandic adventure by taking a boat trip to hopefully see whales and other sea life.
The total cost of the trip is expected to be in the region of £1050 but is subject to flight prices.
Accommodation is at the Hotel Ork on a full board basis. Last time we stayed here, we were lucky
enough to see the northern lights from the Hotel balcony!
This trip is open to current year 12, 11 and 10 geography students. If you are currently in year 11, you
must be confident that you are returning to Plantsbrook for your A Levels as the deposit is nonreturnable. Places are limited so keep an eye on SMHW in January for details on how to sign up.
For more information, please speak to Mrs Jeffs in 117

FREE SANITARY PRODUCTS
Students in need of sanitary towels or tampons can now visit Reception and ask for
the 'red box' to recieve these.
Because not everyone finds it easy to access sanitary products.
Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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LOCKERS
ANDSTORY
PADLOCKS
BOXING
SUCCESS
A talented young boxer has proved she is the greatest – by being crowned national champion.
Now 15-year-old Zaynah C has her sights set on Olympic glory, and a place in the British squad for the
Los Angeles Games in 2028.
Year 10 student Zaynah was awarded the national title for her age group by England Boxing after
triumphing in a two-day event in Hereford last month.
“I went to the semi finals and won through to fight the next day in the final,” said Zaynah, who is a
student at Plantsbrook School, which is part of the Broadleaf Partnership Trust.
“It felt great to be win the final – it paid off a lot of the hard work I’ve put in.”
Zaynah started boxing when she was 10 years old, trains at the Aston Amateur Boxing Club in Perry
Barr and is studying GCSE PE at Plantsbrook, among other subjects.
Her hero is Irish world champion Katie Taylor, who is known for her speed in the ring.
“I think that’s part of the strength of my boxing too,” Zaynah said, “footwork is very important, and how
quickly you can get around the ring, and that’s something I’ve worked on. It’s about speed as much as
strength and punching.”
And while Zaynah’s long term ambitions may be
Olympic gold in 2028, her next target is her first
championship belt.
“I won a medal for this national championship,”
she explained, “but when the next national
championships come around, in March, I will have
moved up a year group – and I’ll be fighting for a
belt.”
Plantsbrook’s Year 10 Achievement Co-ordinator
Andrew Fleet said: “Zaynah is clearly a superstar even putting her boxing aside, she’s a pupil who
personifies the school motto of ‘Be the best that
you can be’.
“She sets a really outstanding example to her
peers, and is a classic case of what you put into
life you get out.”
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LOCKERS AND
PADLOCKS
CHRISTMAS
PARCELS
Struggling families in Sutton are set to get a little Christmas cheer
thanks to the efforts of students at Plantsbrook School – who have
collected 100 care parcels for a local food bank.
Sixth former Ben S, 17, organised the project with the help of fellow
students at the Holland Road School, which is part of the Broadleaf
Partnership Trust.
It’s the second year that Ben has organised the collection – last Christmas students provided 60
parcels to volunteers at the United Reformed Church in Sutton town centre.
Ben said: “We had such a great response last Christmas that I wanted to do it again, only this time we
set a target to increase the number of parcels to 100, which we achieved thanks to the generosity of
everyone who donated items.”
The boxes contain everyday essentials such as toiletries and new underwear as well as facemasks and
hand sanitiser.
“I thought that Food Banks were already helping people with food, so my boxes could provide other
things that people need, like toothpaste and deodorant, as well as things that could be useful because
of the pandemic,” he said.
Posters, leaflets and presentations in tutorials helped spread word around the school, urging students
to donate.
The plan hit a snag when Ben tested positive for COVID not long after launching the appeal - but his
fellow students stepped in to carry on the project while he self-isolated.
“I’m so grateful for everyone who helped while I was stuck at home,” Ben said, “they have all been
brilliant.”
Volunteers who helped drive the scheme included Shikha P, Tess S, Neve W, Amita D, Ellie H and
Poppy P.
David Walton, Minister at Sutton Coldfield United Reformed Church, said: “Last year we were able to
give these gift-wrapped parcels out to people as they came into the food bank just before Christmas,
and it was wonderful just to see their faces. They brought real Christmas joy.
“It’s fantastic that the children are doing it again this year and we are so grateful, these young people
are doing a really good thing and are helping to bring some joy into people’s lives.”
Teacher Lucy Merrell said: “We are really proud of both Ben and the team who have supported him in
collecting an incredible 100 parcels this Christmas.
“Our students are always keen to get involved in community support work outside of the classroom.
“This is something we promote and encourage as soon as they join our Sixth Form, allowing them to
have a varied CV and personal statement to support any future job or university applications.
“But it also helps them engage with the community and helps them learn about supporting others in
need and Ben’s care parcel appeal is a great example of this.
“This year has been even more challenging because of Ben having to self-isolate, but the rest of the
school leadership team really rose to the challenge under his guidance.”
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LOCKERS
PADLOCKS
VIRTUAL
FLIGHTAND
EXPERIENCE
I first went to VFE (Virtual Flight Experience) the
day after my 10th birthday on the 29th December
2019 and in the (nearly) 4 years I've been going to
VFE I am now flying the Boeing 737-800 at a
commercial level of flight skill. The training that I
am undertaking is in line with commercial pilot
training and will allow me to have the very best
background in my preparations to become a pilot.
I have passed my “Virtual Type Rating” which is
where you have 10 hours in the simulator
practising things from flying to different points
without systems (VOR Tracking) to emergencies
such as an engine fire. At the moment, I am hoping
to reach my 100 hour point in training.
VFE has a range of simulators to choose from, a
PA-34 Seneca (a small General Aviation plane)
and a Boeing 737-800NG which is a commercial
airliner and helps to build pilot experience and skill
in a range of situations.
On the 20th of November I went for my very first taste of work experience for VFE, Steve Mount (the
owner - and now very good friend) said I could come and help him during a day at VFE! I did many
things such as meeting and greeting customers, helping around in the centre and sitting in on a few
sessions with customers. Unfortunately I can't do public sessions just yet as I dont have my private
pilot's license, which is a requirement in order to instruct people in their session.
In 2022, I need to improve my skills on the Seneca so that year will be where I gain new knowledge
whilst flying it, so that when it comes to achieving my private pilot’s licence I can achieve this in just
45 hours!
Finlay Dewell 9B
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LOCKERS
PADLOCKS
HUMANITIES
AUTUMNAND
TERM
HOTSHOTS
Some excellent work has been created by students in humanities over the course of the Autumn Term.
We have been continually impressed with the efforts our students make both in the classroom and at
home. We have included just a small sample of the excellent work produced by our students. We are
proud of all of their efforts and look forward to seeing more high quality learning in the new term.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
In October, Black History Month was observed in history lessons and
students were encouraged to complete a piece of work that reflected their
learning. Many of the students took time to carefully research and create
imaginative display work that has filled our classrooms.

THE EARTH'S STRUCTURE
In geography, we’ve seen a variety of creative approaches to learning. Year 7 looked at “Sense of
Place” earlier in the term. Students created boards to highlight some of 'their places'. They then
annotated them to explain why these places are so important to them.
Year 8 have been studying weather and climate. They worked independently to produce informative
posters about the causes and effects of climate change.
Year 9 showed their understanding of the structure of the earth by creating a model. Some were in the
form of cakes, biscuits and play dough, whilst others used Minecraft and built a planet.
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AND PADLOCKS
Y11LOCKERS
PHYSICS WORKSHOP
Students can at times perceive physics as a difficult and
inaccessible subject.
The Science Department organised a Physics workshop to engage
and enthuse students and improve their knowledge of difficult
concepts within the paper 1 of the specification. We have in the past
worked with Philip and love his diligent and thoughtful approach to
teaching physics.
Here is what some of our students had to say about the Physics
workshop...
“Many thanks to Mr Jones for the physics workshop on electricity. We found it extremely helpful as the
topic was explained in a different way with an interactive element, as well as previous exam questions.
We hope this will help us with our mocks and eventually our GCSE’s.”
“Mr Jones really helped us understand the topic of electricity by applying it to real life applications and
used us as examples which helped us relate and understand what was going on.”
Our students gave really positive feedback about the workshop and they were very thankful for the
opportunity.

LOCKERS
AND
PADLOCKS
KS3 STEM
CHALLENGE
DAY - RAF
COSFORD

On the 10th of November, a number of pupils attended a STEM Challenge Day at RAF Cosford Museum
and took part in the design and construction of a model glider. These pupils were also members of the
Air Cadets, having joined barely a month prior. Since then, they have been encouraged to become
involved in air minded training.
The cadets were as follows:
Cdt Ava Donohoe - Plantsbrook School
Cdt Ethan Jesson - Plantsbrook School
In the short time they have known each other they have gelled into a team and become involved in all
aspects of training for new cadets.
On the day they designed, built and flew a model glider, winning the longest flight trophy. The also
made a presentation and submitted a written submission as part of their CREST Discovery Award
assessment. Their achievements on the day have been recorded on the RAF Cosford Museum
Facebook page and the 495 Squadron FB page.
RAF Cosford Museum - https://www.facebook.com/rafmuseumcosford
495 Sqn - https://www.facebook.com/495atc
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LOCKERS
AND
PADLOCKS
PE AUTUMN
TERM
Y9 & Y8 FOOTBALL TEAM
Massive congratulations to the girls Year 9 &8 football team who
recently took part in a 4 week league at Bishop Walsh School .
Not only did they prove themselves to be the best Sutton school
team by winning all 8 games , they only conceded 2 goals and
scored a grand total of goals between them. Impressive
statistics...maybe some future England players in our squad !
An impressive team effort that made me hugely proud to be a part
of. Well done to Martha , Izzy, Sophia , Lydia, Lucy, Connie, Heidi
and Grace.
Ms Mason

Y10 NETBALL TEAM
Well done to our year 10 netball team who won the U15 County
netball tournament that was held at Edgbaston High School. The
girls went undefeated playing against a total of 7 schools.
Umpires and teachers from other schools held conversations with
me to state what a fantastic team we have and how talented they
were. They really were a level above all schools. A particular well
done for the team pulling together when we went a player down
for 5 minutes due to injury. They then adapted play when Jess
went back on with an injured ankle to ensure she didn't make it
worse. What a team we have...You were all superb!
Well done to Seren, Lydia, Alice, Heidi, Lily, Lanae and Jess
Mrs McLaughlin

Y8 TOURNAMENT
Year 8's managed to play their first two tournaments over the past
few weeks at the year 8/9 Sutton Schools tournament and had the
chance to work together for the first time as a team. They did
really well with a mixture of wins and losses with the player of the
tournament being Emily Ralph. She managed to get many
interceptions, brilliant passes to her team mates and top shooting.
I will look forward to taking the team to the County tournament
after Christmas. Well done Girls 🙂
Well done to Eva, Ruby, Asia, Daisy, Emily, Sky, Hebe and Ellie.
Mrs McLaughlin
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LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
SIXTH FORM
Firstly, The Sixth Form team would like to say a MASSIVE well done to both Year 12 and Year 13 for
getting through a tough first term! It has been quite a challenge but many of you continue to exceed our
expectations!

ENRICHMENT
Within Sixth Form, we continue to offer a wide range of Enrichment opportunities for Sixth Formers to
participate in, in addition to their subject studies. These opportunities will help develop personal skills
and confidence that is essential for life after sixth form as well as enhancing personal statement
university statements, job applications and CV’s.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
On Sunday 14th November, Year 13 student leaders Amrita and Ben
volunteered and gave up their time to lay a wreath in remembrance of those
soldiers who gave up their lives for us. They were an excellent representation
for Plantsbrook School for such an important charity (The Royal British
Legion Armed Forces Charity).

THE LORD MAYOR’S QUIZ
On Thursday 25th November, Miss Cornfield and Mrs Merrell had
the pleasure in taking two sixth form quiz teams to the University
of Birmingham to participate in The Lord Mayor's Quiz. These
two teams (Farr from Plantsbrook and Plantsbrook's Finest)
were chosen after some intense in-house quiz competitions
within the Sixth Form.
They did not win but both teams gave 100% with little preparation
time and gave an excellent impression of Plantsbrook School. We
are proud of you all!

YEAR 8 READING BUDDIES
Having started this half term, a handful of our Sixth Formers have
volunteered in buddying a Year 8 reader. This involves giving up their form
time weekly to listen to them read, assisting with any words they struggle
with as well as talking about their book and the student’s week ahead!
This has led to relationships being built between the younger school and
older school which is fantastic!

A MESSAGE FROM MISS CORNFIELD AND MRS MERRELL
Thank you to all of the Sixth Formers for your input into these events over the last term. You have
achieved a great deal since September and we are very proud of you.
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