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T H E  H E A D T E A C H E R ' S
M E S S A G E

M R  J A S O N  F A R R
@ M Y S T E R F A R R

As we look forward to a very welcome half-term break I am encouraged that we are
starting to see school life at Plantsbrook return to some recognisable form of
normality. As the early stages of spring approach we are sensing the early signs of
hope for a recovery from the pandemic and its widespread implications. Whilst this
recovery will never return us to a world that was the same, we are adapting to the
new norm that it presents, and doing our best to respond to the emerging challenges
and opportunities. This term has been an active one, with lots of sporting fixtures, the
return of school visits, trips and clubs. The NHS vaccination team have been in
school to immunise those choosing the vaccine, and we have also welcomed a
range of other external guests and speakers through our doors to add a rich diversity
of experience for our students. Our students have continued to amaze me with their
combined resilience, overwhelming sense of community and their sheer positivity.  

THE PTA NEEDS YOU...
Our PTA is at risk as it is currently run by Year 11 and 12 parents who have been proactive for over four years. They are
not standing for re-election and we need to elect a new committee. We want you to continue to build on the wonderful
achievements the PTA has delivered so far. 

If you are interested in joining the PTA please email enquiries@plantsbrookschool.co.uk, subject PTA. 

This half-term I have continued to work closely with the Headteachers from our partner schools within Broadleaf Partnership
Trust. We are looking at ways of sharing and developing much of the wonderful practice that happens at each of our schools
across the Trust, as we seek to strengthen and develop our own practice. This is an exciting time for us to collaborate, working
together to improve the experience for all of our students. We hope to get our staff teams together in the near future to
consolidate and build on this approach. 

It has also been a pleasure this week to welcome the Headteachers from both Bishop Walsh and Bishop Vesey's into our school.
They conducted a review of our provision for personal development with a focus on mental health and wellbeing. Their feedback
was incredibly positive and it was reassuring to receive some validation that we are supporting our students in dealing with many
of the unfortunate consequences from the last couple of years. There are also some areas of development for us to work on,
which we welcome and embrace. We will add these to our list of objectives for our journey of continuous improvement because
we never stand still for too long! 

This half-term holiday is a perfect opportunity to recharge and to unwind and I encourage all of our students and staff to make the
most of it. This also applies to our Year 11 and 13 students, who will need to balance this rest and relaxation with the competing
demand to revise for their forthcoming exams. I know their teachers will have provided them with the resources they need to
achieve this. When they return after half-term there will be a growing number of additional opportunities to support their revision
and exam preparation, further details will be shared with students and parents in the coming weeks.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and remind you that we return to school at 8.35 am on Monday 28th
February. Stay safe and take care.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY

TO

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY

HALF TERM

TO

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL

SPRING TERM 2022 SUMMER TERM 2022

TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY MONDAY 25TH APRIL

FRIDAY 27TH MAY

TO

MONDAY 6TH JUNE

HALF TERM

TO

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

School Training Days 2021/2022
Monday 25th April 2022

TERM DATES

VACANCIES
Staff Vacancies

Contractor Vacancies

No staff vacancies are currently available. Please check https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/staff-vacancies/ regularly for
new vacancies.

Catering and Cleaning Services - City of Wolverhampton Council

STAFF CHANGES

We say Goodbye to...
Melissa Cornfield - Sixth Form Pastoral Admin

Welcome...
Laura  Surridge - Office Administrator
Alison Cupples - Inclusion Admin Manager
Samantha Palmer - HR Director

Summer term will end on Thursday 21 July 2022 rather than Friday 22 July 2022 in lieu of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee bank holiday.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

PLANTSBROOK PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

THE PTA NEEDS YOU...
Our PTA is at risk as it is currently run by Year 11 and 12 parents who have been
proactive for over four years. They are not standing for re-election and we
need to elect a new committee. We want you to continue to build on the
wonderful achievements the PTA has delivered so far.

GRAB & GO BREAKFAST
Providing breakfasts for Year 11 before their exams.
THIS IS WHAT THE STUDENTS SAID:

Thank you a lot, it's been
really helpful when you're
feeling anxious for a little

boost of energy.

CAITLIN AARON

ALFIE &
TOM

The bananas helped me

remember my equations!

It's really nice - a nice boost
to the start of the day so we

don't do our exams on an
empty belly!

Thank you to those who
support the PTA events that

enables them to provide
treats like this for our pupils.

MRS DRURY,
MATHS TEACHER

QUIZ NIGHT
Christmas Bazaar where
the community come
together to share their
talents & raise money!

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Quiz night is an
opportunity for parents
and staff to get together
for an enjoyable evening
and raise money.

The PTA has continued to raise funds for the school throughout the pandemic and provided their tireless
support. The PTAs role isn't just about raising funds, the PTA have told me that it's also about getting to know the
school and the staff. There is also the community aspect about bringing everyone together and working towards
a common goal. If you are interested in joining the PTA please email enquiries@plantsbrookschool.co.uk, subject
PTA. 

Thanks for your time, Mrs N Orchard

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


PAGE 5 NEWSLETTER ALSO AVAILABLE ON SCHOOL WEBSITE WWW.PLANTSBROOKSCHOOL.CO.UK

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSWELLBEING PAGE

TIME TO TALK
On Thursday 3rd February 2022, Wellbeing Ambassadors held a ‘Time to Talk’  event,  which focused
heavily on discussing problems and strategies to cope with mental  health and encourage friends and
peers to start up a conversation around this.

Recently,  Wellbeing Ambassadors (from Year 10 to Year 13)
supported by Mrs Virdi-Harrison,  have been running many
activit ies aimed towards encouraging conversations about
healthy coping mechanisms for better mental  health and
well-being and how you can help others who are struggling
with their  mental  health.  These conversations are so
important to have, as the more we discuss the struggles
that the vast majority of us face with our mental  health,  the
more that we remove the stigma that surrounds it .  As
Wellbeing Ambassadors,  our main concern is providing
ways to help people with their  mental  health and these
activit ies help us to explore what is effective and helpful  for
people,  as well  as providing something that’s enjoyable for
everyone, as well  as informative! 

Laiba S,  Poppy L,  Abigail  R
 Year 10

All  forms from Year 7 to Sixth Form had a PowerPoint
distributed, which was created by the ambassadors,  to
spread awareness about the upcoming event that
everyone could take part in.  During lunch, Wellbeing
Ambassadors went around the canteen, school l ibrary,
sixth form common room and the Den wearing their  new
teal ‘Plantsbrook Wellbeing Ambassador’  t-shirts.  Our
main activity was the ‘would you rather’  game based on
wellbeing scenarios,  where students had to choose
between two scenarios to encourage conversations
about mental  health and well-being.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSWELLBEING PAGE

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 
Starting on the 7th February unti l  the 11th
February,  Wellbeing Ambassadors have further
encouraged conversations and got students
involved in activit ies related to positive mental
health,  which is especial ly important at a t ime
when mental  health needs more attention than
ever.  

As part of children's mental  health week, Wellbeing
Ambassadors organised a variety of different
activit ies for students of al l  year groups to take
part in during lunchtimes every day of
the week. These activit ies ranged from ‘Just
dance’ in the main hall ,  gingerbread decorating,
making self-care boxes and stress plates and
anonymous bucket journaling,  to be as inclusive as
possible!  

The amount of participation and enthusiasm we
received from this was amazing and it  felt
incredible to know that we were a huge part of the
running of al l  these activit ies!

We can’t  wait  to do even more towards
encouraging good mental  health in the coming
months!

WELLBEING DROP IN SUPPORT SESSIONS
Our fantastic wellbeing ambassadors have started hosting drop-in support sessions for al l  year
groups at break and lunchtime. Throughout the week Year 7s – Year 11s can drop into the wellbeing
hubs and get involved in activit ies such as mindfulness colouring,  board games, journaling,  general
advice and support from trained ambassadors on issues they may be having in or out of school,
homework help and much more.  

Students can get involved at the fol lowing times - 
           Year 7 and 8 – Wednesday break t ime – Room 125
                                    Thursday lunchtime – Room 121  
                                    Fridays lunchtime – Room 126
           Year 9 – 11  – Monday lunchtime Room 123
                                   Thursday lunchtime – Room 114

Don’t forget to follow our brand new Twitter Account @PBRKWellbeing for all updates and information about
wellbeing at Plantsbrook School. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSDRAMA CLUB UPDATES
Over the last term, we have had great fun in our two drama clubs.
The Junior Year 7 and 8 clubs learned how to make their  own movie
trai lers and we had a lovely screening event where we showed back
their  excellent work.  This term we are working on developing drama
skil ls and we wil l  hopefully look at putting on a performance for
parents in the summer term. Our 6th form students have been a
huge asset to helping to run this club and provide a positive role
model for our younger students.  

PUPIL VOICE COMPETITION 2022

WHAT SHOULD MY ENTRY INCLUDE? If  you were the prime-minister what would you do to make
things better for children and young people with a physical  disabil ity? Tell  us what decisions you would
make! What would you want to change? How would you support children and young people with a
physical  disabil ity? What would you put into place to help support learners? You can be as creative as
you l ike! Your entry can be written,  a drawing, a presentation and more! 

HOW DO I  ENTER? If  16 or over:  Please email  your entry to emma.sheasby@sdsa.net and make sure
you include your ful l  name, age, school and contact details.  

If  you are aged under 16,  please ask Mrs Lomas to submit your entry for you by email ing her directly on
a.lomas@plantsbrookschool.co.uk

JUDGING DETAILS Following the closing date the judging panel wil l  meet to select their  winners (one
from each category).  Winners wil l  then be contacted via email  with details of how to claim their  prize.
The winner from each age category receive a gift  voucher and a certif icate.  All  entrants wil l  receive a
certif icate to recognise their  achievement

Closing Date:  Friday 29th Apri l  2022
Because not everyone finds it  easy to access sanitary products.

In the Senior Year 9-13 club,  we have been exploring different play texts and are currently trying to f ind
one that we l ike for performance. Each text that we have looked at has been approached with
enthusiasm and maturity.  This group in particular are amazing at building each other’s confidence and
helping each other to take risks with their  acting.  

It  has been wonderful  seeing everyone’s confidence grow and to see new friendships forming across
different year groups. After al l  that t ime of being separated by ‘bubbles’ ,  i t  is  amazing to see the
kindness and compassion the students al l  show to each other.  It  really is the best part of my week. 
All  are welcome at our clubs.  All  we ask is that you are fr iendly and wil l ing to give things a go.  

Senior Year 9-13 club,  Wednesday G15 3:05-4:05 
Junior Year 7-8 club,  Thursday G15 3:05-4:05 

IF YOU WERE THE PRIME MINISTER FOR A DAY, WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
mailto:emma.sheasby@sdsa.net
mailto:a.lomas@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS
All  Year Seven Students recently participated in a Brail le
experience lesson learning how to read and write the code by
visual means. After learning the alphabet,  students
successfully used a Perkins Brail ler to write out their  name as
well  as spell ing words using ‘Lego’ brail le and table tennis
balls in baking t ins.  Some students also used special  glasses
to simulate vision loss and then undertook activit ies using
tacti le ski l ls to experience how people with vision loss access
learning activit ies in the school and home environment.

YEAR SEVEN STUDENTS GET TACTILE WITH BRAILLE

BOWLING TRIP
Students from across al l  year groups recently visited Tamworth Bowling Alley as part of their  social
skil ls development for l i fe after education.

The students travelled to Tamworth by bus and then made the short walk to the Namco Bowling Alley
by foot.  After a closely fought match between two competit ive teams, the group sat down to a well-
earned meal before returning to Plantsbrook.

New skil ls learned included helping to plan a tr ip,  using public transport,  accessing a leisure activity
and interacting with people in the public environment.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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ST GEORGE'S PARK
Y12 BTEC pupils got a kick out of a visit  to the home of the England football  team, when they sampled
life as an el ite footballer and were put through their  paces on cutting-edge fitness equipment at St
George’s Park,  the base of the Three Lions.
 
Mr Hunter said:  “A lot of our pupils who attended are keen footballers,  so were excited to see the
England team set up.  We got a tour of the venue, seeing the extent of their  outdoor grass and artif icial
pitches,  the replica Wembley pitches,  the rehabil itation and assessments suites,  the gym and the
indoor athletics track.”
 
As part of their  BTEC Sport coursework,  students learn about f itness testing,  while also developing
their  confidence and abil ity to assess the f itness of potential  cl ients.  The visit  to St George’s Park,
organised with Game Changer Performance, let them see how elite players are tested – as well  as
being assessed themselves on the high-tech equipment.
 
And as the students tucked into lunch in a boardroom, they even spotted England manager Gareth
Southgate in a meeting next door.
 
Mr Hunter said:  “The pupils had the opportunity to participate in aerobic,  speed and agil ity based
assessments working using laser gates,  iPads and special ist  equipment on the outside 4G pitches.
 
“After this,  they experienced a recovery session which involved pool-based work,  underwater treadmil l ,
hot tub and cold water treatments.  The theory and concepts of recovery and nutrit ion were discussed
and how the England football  team individualise their  recovery.
 
“ I  hope the pupils were inspired by what they have seen, to see potential  future career pathways as well
as developing their  confidence and skil ls.”

Mr Farr added: “Visit ing the home of the England football  team is not only an exciting day out,  it  also
gives our Sports BTEC students a very valuable insight into the sports industry,  at the very highest
level.”

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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Reformed drug addict Paul Hannaford has made it  his
mission to share his l i fe experiences with 1  mil l ion young
people and has so far spoken to more then 600,000 at
schools across the UK. He returned to Plantsbrook for the
second time in six weeks to tel l  our Sixth Formers how
making the wrong choices led him to a l i fe of crime,
addiction and i l l  health.

Paul Hannaford said:

Because not everyone finds it  easy to access sanitary products.

“I  share my l ife experience, which is drug and alcohol addiction,  my experiences in gang l ife,  being
stabbed and nearly dying,  going to prison 15 t imes and how lucky I  was to survive it .  The idea is to get
the students to reflect on my experiences and understand how the choices they make outside the
school gates can impact on their  l ives.

When I  was a l itt le boy al l  I  wanted to do was play football ,  but I  got thrown out of school for drug use.  I
ended up in a pupil  referral  unit ,  where I  was groomed by a gang.

I  slowly worked my way up to the top of the gang, then at the age of 21 I  went to a party and tried
heroin.  That was me done – for the next 15 years it  was story of hospital isation 27 t imes, being stabbed
by drug dealers and nearly losing both my legs.

I  left  school at 13,  barely able to read and write,  but I ’ve got 23 years of brutal  experiences which I  think
provide a valuable lesson for young people.  It ’s emotional and exhausting but it ’s very rewarding.”

Miss Proctor said:  “We are so grateful  to Paul for coming back to talk to our students again.  What he
had to tel l  them was hard-hitt ing,  but his story has a real  impact on them because he is speaking from
experience.”

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSPAUL HANNAFORD

HUMANITIES
In Year 8 history lessons,  we have been learning about black history in the USA and Britain and the
importance of tackling racism. Here is why Year 8 think it  is important…

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSHUMANITIES
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