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T H E  H E A D T E A C H E R ' S
M E S S A G E

M R  J A S O N  F A R R
@ M Y S T E R F A R R

As we draw to the close of yet another long and challenging term, we wish all of our families a safe and
restful time over the Easter break. However you choose to spend your break I do hope you get the
opportunity to spend it with loved ones and get to appreciate the importance of family. It is at times like
this when there is so much sad news in the world that we need to be grateful for those who are close
to us.

This edition of the half term newsletter has a focus on inclusivity and the need for all of us to embrace
our own and each other’s differences. Whatever they are, however large or small they may be and
whether or not they are visible. This sentiment follows a recent series of assemblies delivered to all
Plantsbrook students by our SENCo Mrs Lomas. I was fortunate enough to attend one of these
assemblies where the clear message of acceptance, tolerance and patience shone through and
resonated with me for some time afterwards. Unfortunately, these simple virtues are often forgotten
or overlooked in our ever-changing world of fast-moving technology, where the immediacy of the
internet and social media commentary are king. The ability to post an anonymous flyaway comment,
click a button or an emoji to substitute the real depth of human feeling and emotion can often lead us
all to forget how important these fundamental values are. We have noticed recently there is an
increase in the lack of tolerance, acceptance and patience from some of our students not only in their
use of social media but more worryingly in their face-to-face interactions.

I recently attended a leadership conference where I was privileged to listen to a keynote speech from Natasha Devon, a writer, campaigner and
presenter. Natasha talks on LBC radio, at corporate events, in schools and universities about issues related to mental health, self-esteem, body
image, stress and anxiety. Much of her content is influenced by her own experiences. I found her speech mesmerising because what she had to
say was so relative to many of the experiential changes we are seeing in our communities and in particular our schools. Our children are growing
up in a world like no other before them, their experiences are frequently new and uncharted. Whilst there is much to be thankful to technology for, I
am becoming increasingly concerned by the impact mobile phones, social media and unsupervised use of the internet have on our young people.
The addictive nature that it breeds, the comparisons to others and their haves or have nots and the negative impact this can have on self-esteem
and body image are all tangible consequences of the digital world that our students inhabit. We see these consequences developing more
frequently in our school day than ever before, distracting our students from their core business of learning and causing conflict and confrontation
when they are challenged for inappropriate use of technology.

Mindful of these influences I have started quite recently to observe our students at lunchtimes and I grow increasingly perturbed by the attention
that some divert from one another to focus instead on their mobile phones. Some will sit alone immersed in games, others will crowd around
watching a friend’s screen, some will chat virtually, message, listen or browse but are often distracted or withdrawn from the normal world of
face-to-face social engagement. I must admit that this erosion of the simple ability to talk and interact with peers saddens me and it is leading me
to review our longstanding policy on mobile phones. If you are interested in finding out more about Natasha Devon, then I would encourage you to
visit her webpage for more useful information and guidance at www.natashadevon.com

Further to my recent blog post the consultation regarding the timing of the school day has been put on hold in response to the national
announcement about the minimum weekly guideline for school hours. Once we have made some decisions at both a Trust and school level, we
will be back in touch with you to move this forward. Watch this space.

Finally, just a reminder that after the Easter break, we will be expecting school uniform to be of the highest standard. We would ask parents to use
this break to replenish items as necessary, some of you will have already received letters about this. I thank you in advance for your cooperation
and if there are any issues regarding financial hardship that make any of this difficult then please do let us know. We are here to support.
Take care, and thank you as always for your continued support and feedback.

Mr J Farr
Headteacher
Plantsbrook School
#proudtobeplantsbrook

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.natashadevon.com/
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SPRING TERM 2022 SUMMER TERM 2022 AUTUMN TERM 2022

Tuesday 4th January Monday 25th April Monday 5th September

to to to

Friday 18th February Friday 27th May Friday 21st October

Half Term Half Term Half Term

Monday 28th February Monday 6th June Monday 31st October

to to to

Friday 8th April Thursday 21st July Friday 16th December

VACANCIES
Staff Vacancies

Contractor Vacancies

Teacher of Food Technology
Teacher of Computing – Part Time
Teacher of MFL – Fixed term, maternity cover

Further details are available at https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/staff-vacancies/

Catering and Cleaning Services - City of Wolverhampton Council

STAFF CHANGES
Welcome...
Mrs E Clayton - Teacher of Science
Mrs R Flood - Sixth Form Admin Assistant
Mrs S Szanto-Hanusz - Teaching Assistant

Monday 25th April, Monday 5th September, Tuesday 6th September and Friday 21st October

The Summer term will end on Thursday 21 July 2022 rather than Friday 22 July 2022 in lieu of the Queen's Platinum
Jubilee bank holiday.

TERM DATES

TRAINING DAYS 2021/2022

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSUKRAINE
As no doubt you have seen on the television and reported in the media,  the recent invasion and
subsequent confl ict taking place in Ukraine has been brought to the attention of the world.  Many of
our students have expressed an interest in learning more about this,  and so,  during tutorial  t ime,
students have been learning more about the causes and effects of the confl ict.  Care was taken to
ensure that this was as factual as possible,  and the message given was that al l  countries involved are
experiencing trauma. 

ARBOR PARENT APP

This year we have moved to Arbor as our MIS Provider.  This is a system that helps us collect,  store,
manage and use al l  the information we need. Arbor is a simple,  smart and cloud-based MIS, meaning
the data isn't  physically stored in school,  making Arbor secure as computer theft or damage at our
school would not lead to data loss or a data breach. It  also means you can log into Arbor to see and
update your child's information!

HOW CAN PARENTS USE ARBOR?
An email  has been sent out to al l  primary guardians with further information on
how to sign up.  If  you have not received this email  or have further problems
please get in touch with our IT Department:
https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/contact-us-2/

Google Chrome on computers or laptops
The Arbor App which can be downloaded from the App Store or Google
Play Store.

Once you have registered with Arbor,  you can use it  either with:

Students were then invited to write a message of hope or
support to those affected by the confl ict.  The messages
were written on ‘petals’  which,  when displayed, have
created the most beautiful  sunflowers.  I  found it  incredibly
emotional when reading some of the messages and I  am so
proud of the empathy shown by students in such diff icult
t imes. As a school,  we are supporting the Disasters
Emergency Committee’s (DEC) Ukraine appeal.  

The DEC is a group of 15 UK charit ies working together to
provide immediate assistance to people affected by
confl ict.  To date,  an amazing £1800 has been donated by
Plantsbrook famil ies and staff .  Thank you so much for your
generosity,  what a truly inspiring response! If  you have not
yet donated and you wish to,  the payment item wil l  remain
open on Parent Pay for the next 3 weeks. 

Thank you for your support,  Mrs Jeffs

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
It  is the parent’s responsibil ity to make sure children attend every day and
on time. If  your child cannot attend because of i l lness,  we ask you to
telephone the school by 8.15 am on the f irst day of absence and every
subsequent day and to send in a note of explanation to the Form Tutor on
the f irst day back. 

Where possible,  please arrange appointments outside of school hours,  e.g.  dentist,  doctor.  If  this is not
possible,  parents should notify their  child’s Form Tutor in writ ing before the appointment.  

Absence for family holidays wil l  not be authorised during term time.

LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that you name ALL of your child’s belongings.  We have a huge amount of lost property
unnamed and therefore we are unable to return it  to its owner.
 
All  named items wil l  be returned to their  owners.  We wil l  make every effort to locate and return lost
items. 
 
If  your child has lost an item in school please ask them to come to student reception.  Any items not
claimed by Friday 27th May wil l  be recycled.

PARENT PAY REMINDER
Please ensure there is enough money on your child’s account to cover al l  school dinners and the
purchasing of food items from the canteen. Credit  wil l  be declined for purchases in the canteen if  there
is no money on a student’s ParentPay account.   

I f  you have any issues accessing your account,  please contact the school Finance Department ASAP.

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSYEAR 7 & 8 HOMEWORK CLUB

Then homework club is for you!
When? 3.10 pm every Wednesday after school
Where? LRC with Miss Lenton and Mr Matthews
How long? Up to an hour
Everyone welcome – come with your fr iends!

Do you struggle to focus on your homework at home?
Do you need a bit  of extra support when completing certain homework?
Do you need access to materials,  books and Chromebooks?
Do you miss homework deadlines and get detentions for this?
Do you want to create positive habits?

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

Community Games al low you to try different sporting activit ies regardless of your
age or abil ity and to meet clubs and groups who wil l  show you what they do and let
you try the activity.  We would l ike you to have fun,  try new sports activit ies and f ind
something you really enjoy.  We wil l  greet you on arrival ,  explain the event and
answer your questions.  

The facil ity is accessible to both pedestrian and wheelchair  users al ike.  If
assistance is required then carers must accompany visitors as we do not provide a
care service:  however,  we wil l  provide lots of fun activit ies for you to enjoy with
friends and family.  We look forward to seeing you there.

For more information please see this l ink or email  becki@inspireactivity.co.uk

MAN MADE YOUTH EASTER INTENSIVE
Artistic programme for boys and young men from Birmingham and the
West Midlands (12+) in dance and physical  theatre with choreography
workshop, l ive performance opportunities and digital  arts.

Coming Soon:
Easter Break
Monday 11th to Tuesday 14th Apri l  2022
10am - 4pm

At English Studio,  Midlands Art Centre
MAC Birmingham, Cannon Hil l  Park,  Birmingham B12 9QH

Info: HELLO@AUTINDT.CO.UK
Sign Up: BIT.LY/MANMADE2022

ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY GAMES

2022 TEACHER CHAMPION AWARD 
Mrs Carpenter,  Subject Leader of MFL, has won the 2022 “Nothing’s Impossible Award”
from the University of Bath in recognition of the role that school teachers play in guiding and
supporting students through their  school education and on their  path to University.  

The student who nominated Mrs Carpenter for the Teachers’  Awards said:  “Her unwavering belief in me
means that I ’m more confident and less fearful  of fai lure.  I  have never known anyone else so generous
with their  t ime and energy,  she has made me a better student,  and a happier person.”  There is a l ink
attached with more information about the Teachers’  Awards,  as well  as a video cl ip.  Thank you to both
the University of Bath and to our former student.  

We wish her every success in the future and Plantsbrook School is proud to have played a role in her
education.  ‘Be the best that you can be!”  Merci,  bien.  

https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/the-university-of-bath-teacher-champion-awards/

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19TeAHprJgSCtg_9c7DYKp1l5JpR05zuk/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/the-university-of-bath-teacher-champion-awards/
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSACTIVITIES/CLUBS APRIL 2022

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Bassoon Ensemble
Sixth Form leader

Orchestra
G01 – Mrs Wilson

Orchestra
G01 – Mrs Wilson

Swing Band
In G01 - Mrs Wilson

Senior Choir
In G03 - Miss Taylor

Homework and Reading in LRC
KS3 & KS4

8.25 – 8.40am 

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 KS3 & KS4

8.25 – 8.40am

Homework and Reading in LRC
KS3 & KS4

8.25 – 8.40am

Homework and Reading in LRC
KS3 & KS4

8.25 – 8.40am

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 KS3 & KS4

8.25 – 8.40am

BEFORE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Rock Band
In G01 – Mrs Wilson

12.20 – 1.05pm

GCSE Composition
Intervention 

In G02 - Mrs Wilson/Sixth Form
Leader

1.20 – 2.05pm

Year 10/11 Composition Club
In G02 – Led by Sixth Form

Students

Swing Band
In G01 - Mrs Wilson

1.20-2.05pm
 

GCSE Listening Intervention
In G03 - Miss Taylor

 

 
Basketball Club
Year 9 & Year 10

Mr Brough

Basketball Club (week 1 only) Y7 –
Y9

Mr Saunders
  

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 Year 7 - Year 8
12.20 – 1.05pm

 
Year 9 - Year 11

1.20 - 2.05pm

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 Year 7 - Year 8
12.20 – 1.05pm

 
Year 9 - Year 11

1.20 - 2.05pm

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 Year 7 - Year 8
12.20 – 1.05pm

 
Year 9 - Year 11

1.20 - 2.05pm

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 Year 7 - Year 8
12.20 – 1.05pm

 
Year 9 - Year 11

1.20 - 2.05pm

Homework and Reading in LRC 
 Year 7 - Year 8
12.20 – 1.05pm

 
Year 9 - Year 11

1.20 - 2.05pm

LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

KS3 & 4 Reading Group
3.05pm - 4.00pm in LRC

KS3 & KS4 LRC Homework & Reading
3.05pm - 4pm in LRC

KS4 Engineering Enrichment 
3.15pm – 4.15pm in G10 

KS3 & KS4 LRC Homework & Reading
3.05pm - 4pm in LRC

 

Tennis Club 3.05pm - 4.10pm
Mr Hunter

 
Boys Cricket Club 3.05pm – 4.05pm

Mr Saunders

Girls Cricket Club 3.05pm – 4.05pm 
Mr Brough

Shin pads required
 

Hockey Practice 3.05pm – 4.05pm
Shin pads required

Rounders Practice 3.05pm - 4pm
Ms Mason

 
Y7 & 8 Art Club

3.05pm – 4.05pm in 129
Year 9-13 Drama Club

3.05pm – 4.05pm in G15
Soundlab

3.30-5.30pm In G01 – Mrs Wilson

  
KS3 & KS4 LRC Homework & Reading

3.05pm - 4pm in LRC
Dhol Club

3.15 – 4.15pm in G01 – Mrs Wilson

  
Y7 Homework Club 

3.05pm – 4.05pm in LRC
Year 7 & 8 Drama Club

3.05pm – 4.05pm

  
Y8 Homework Club

3.05pm – 4.05pm in LRC

Y7 Green Club
3.10pm – 4.10pm

Mrs Clayton

AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

YEAR 10 FOOTBALL TEAM
Well  done to the Year 10 Football  Team
for winning the District Cup Final  beating
Greenwood Academy 2-0. It  was a
tough f irst half  with both goals scored by
Regan Gallagher in the second half .   The
team have lost one game all  season on
penalties and are playing at Bodymoor
Heath on 29th Apri l  in their  second cup
final.  

Congratulations to al l  players involved
so far this season. 

Mr Brough

YEAR 7 HISTORY STUDENTS
Year 7 history students have spent this half  term
completing a homework menu on the Medieval
period. 

We were delighted with the creative approaches
taken by the students!

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSPARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor on our Local Academy Committee and are seeking
nominations for an enthusiastic and committed parent or carer to join the committee.

Parent governors are welcomed as valued members of the team and play a vital  role in ensuring the
committee is aware of the views of parents and the local community.

If  you are interested in this role please look out for the letter explaining the role and how to nominate
yourself .  The deadline for completed nomination forms wil l  be Friday 29 Apri l  2022.

If  you would l ike more information on the role before submitting your nomination please contact the
Clerk to Governors at j .adamson@plantsbrookschool.co.uk.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSHISTORICAL EGGS

WHO ARE THEWHO ARE THE
HISTORICALHISTORICAL
EGGS?EGGS?

THANK YOU FORTHANK YOU FOR
ALL OF YOURALL OF YOUR

ENTRIES!ENTRIES!

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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WHO CARES DRAMA PERFORMANCE
On 2nd November,  our GCSE and A-Level Drama students were invited to The MAC to watch a
performance of Who Cares by Lung Theatre Company. 

This highly emotive play showed some of the struggles that
children who are classed as Young Carers go through on a
daily basis.  The company also came to visit  our Year 10 GCSE
Drama students on two occasions to run workshops, helping
us to reflect on some of the issues we had seen. From a
personal point of view, this play really changed my viewpoint
of what classes as a Young Carer.  I  hadn’t  realised that there is
support out there for young people with disabled sibl ings,  or
for famil ies that might be temporari ly struggling with mental
i l lness.  I  know that al l  of  our students were moved by what they
heard as well ,  as many were very vocal about what they could
do to help change l ives for Young Carers.

The Who Cares campaign is run nationally from Salford.  They
are trying to bring about change through parl iament for Young
Carers,  in terms of support,  and for simple things l ike giving
passes so that these young people can pick up medication for
relatives,  or attend their  GP appointments.  

To f ind out more about the campaign please visit  https://www.whocarescampaign.co.uk/ This site
gives more information about what classes as a Young Carer and what you can do to help.  Do you think
you might class as a Young Carer? You can self-refer for any help through Birmingham’s local support
service,  Spurgeons. https://spurgeonsyc.org/birmingham/

Mrs Downs

Did you know that 1  in 12 children are Young Carers?
Recently,  those of us in the Drama department have been
participating in fantastic workshops provided by Lung theatre
as part of their  Who Cares project.  Learning in a fun and easy-
going environment about Young Carers and how we can do
our part in helping to raise awareness.  In only a few hour-long
sessions we were able to learn about issues Young Carers
may face, how we can offer our support and discussing how
the government and our schools could try and accommodate
and support Young Carers more.  It  was an amazing
experience and very informational,  the representatives were
friendly and knowledgeable,  and we look forward to having
more workshops in the future.
 
Year 10 student

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSWHAT'S BEEN GOING ON IN FOOD?
Y10 celebrated Taco Tuesday by making a

reduction sauce and practising their
presentation skil ls.

Y11 completed a mock NEA food practical
and made some amazing dishes!

Y9 did some great work when making puff
pastries,  they al l  look fanstastic!

Y10 made some impressive dishes
suitable for different rel igions.

Y10 foodies have been learning about foods from other countries.  It  smelt and looked
incredible in G05 this afternoon!

FOR MORE PB FOOD CONTENT...
Check out Miss Dudley's amazing Twitter @miss_dudley where she posts
regular food updates!

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSENGLISH SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY
I  am a distance runner and I  was selected to represent

Plantsbrook School running at the English Schools
cross country championships in Kent,  recently

running in the West Midlands schools team. The
course was just over 4km long and was unusually f lat

making it  a very fast-paced race. 
 

Overall  our team came 32nd and I  really enjoyed the
experience. I  have been running since I  was 6 years
old and I  feel  really lucky to have had the chance to

represent my country in a national competit ion.   Next
year wil l  be my last opportunity to qualify for this race

so I  aim to represent the West Midlands again and end
my school competit ion running on a high.

 
 

Zara Buchanan, year 12

PREPARATION FOR ADULTHOOD TRIP
TO PIZZA EXPRESS

On the 31st of March, students from the Vision Loss
Base went to Pizza Express in Sutton Coldfield town
centre as part of their  Preparation for Adulthood
programme. 
Prior to undertaking the trip,  the students had to plan
and organise the activity including choosing the venue
considering everybody’s dietary needs and booking a
table on a date with the least impact on student learning.

On the day the group included 14 students and members of staff  which although a large group was well
managed by the restaurant staff .  Students ordered their  own food and drinks and managed the food
and table space when it  was brought to the table,  independently from the school staff  who also
attended. 

The students appreciated the opportunity to experience and organise a meal independently and the
skil ls that we acquired,  improving independence and confidence in society.  

‘ It  was very useful  to help me gain my confidence’ said a student from the Vision Loss Base, whilst
another explained that ‘We found this as a stepping stone for our experiences in society’ .

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

EMBRACE WHO YOU ARE!

Embracing individuality
Being OK with being different
Discrimination and the law
Advocacy for SEND
A famous, successful  past PB student with a disabil ity

Did you know that around 1 in 6 students at Plantsbrook school have a recognised
special  educational need and/or disabil ity and some members of our staff  have a
visible or invisible need and/or disabil ity too? We are proud to be an Inclusive
mainstream school.

Over this half  term, a series of assemblies are being delivered across the school
that highlights the fol lowing themes around INCLUSION at Plantsbrook School:  

        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HD1btUL_Uk0

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSINCLUSION ARTICLE

Did you know that around 1 in 6 students at
Plantsbrook school have a recognised special

educational need and/or disabil ity and some
members of our staff  have a visible or invisible

need and/or disabil ity too? We are proud to
be an Inclusive mainstream school.

The assemblies aim to raise awareness of differences,  highlighting that ‘ Inclusion’
is not about pretending that everyone is the same; it ’s about understanding,
respecting and celebrating people’s differences.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HD1btUL_Uk0
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSEMBRACE WHO YOU ARE!

What can you as parents/carers do to help support this
message?
Much of the advice below is taken from the fol lowing website:  
https://enablingdevices.com/blog/how-to-include-classmates-
disabil it ies/#How_Parents_Can_Teach_Children_About_Peers_With_Special_Needs

Educate Your Kids and Share the Basics with Them.
There are many great children’s books that talk about people with special  needs and teach
children how to engage with them. You can also look for online videos or television shows that
positively portray people with special  needs.

One thing parents often forget is that videos and books are more effective if  you take the t ime
to talk about them with your child after they read or view them. Ask what they think,  how they
feel and how they can apply what they learned in everyday situations.  If  your child has a
classmate with a disabil ity,  this is a great t ime to make the connection between the material
they have just encountered and the individual they see every day.

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://enablingdevices.com/blog/how-to-include-classmates-disabilities/#How_Parents_Can_Teach_Children_About_Peers_With_Special_Needs
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LOCKERS AND PADLOCKSEMBRACE WHO YOU ARE!
You Don’t Have to Explain Every Last Detail
The goal is simply to help them realize that every child is different and those differences should
be celebrated. 

Teach Your Child That Everyone Is Different
Every person — with or without disabil it ies — is unique. Teaching your child to embrace
another’s differences rather than avoid them is a valuable l ife ski l l  at  any age. 
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/end-the-awkward/

Emphasise That Just Because Someone Has a Disabil ity Doesn’t Mean They Can’t Do
Something
As your child grows, teach them the importance of giving al l  students a chance to participate in
activit ies.  Encourage them to invite others to join in.  If  they aren’t  sure what’s okay or special
accommodation is required,  encourage your child to ask a teacher how to best include them.
It ’s better to ask for an explanation than make incorrect assumptions and leave people out.

Teach Patience
Another thing to help your child understand is that,  often,  children with special  needs can do
the same things as their  peers — it  just takes them a l itt le bit  longer.  

You Don’t Have to Explain Every Last Detail
The goal is simply to help them realize that every child is different and those differences should
be celebrated. 

Remind Your Child That Everyone Wants to Have Friends
As you talk with your child about their  peers with special  needs, it ’s important to focus on the
things they have in common with your child,  rather than their  differences.  Remind them that
everyone wants to have friends and be included. Even if  their  body doesn’t  al low them to walk,
run or speak, they are sti l l  human, and they love having friends who care for them!

Encourage the use of correct words that respect differences
“The difference between the right word and the almost-right word is the difference between
lightning and a l ightning bug.”  — Mark Twain
https://www.aucd.org/docs/add/sa_summits/Language%20Doc.pdf

Choose ‘Kind'
Encourage your children to understand and act on this very important message:
"Everyone you meet is f ighting a battle you know nothing about.  Be Kind.  Always."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkdtEOrrkPs&t=112s
Article by Mrs Lomas
Proud to be Inclusion Leader/SENCo at Plantsbrook School

https://www.google.com/search?q=plantsbrook+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GB&oq=PLANTSBROOK+SCHOOL&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j46i175i199i433j0l3j69i61l2j69i60.2879j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/end-the-awkward/
https://www.aucd.org/docs/add/sa_summits/Language%20Doc.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkdtEOrrkPs&t=112s

