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THE HEADTEACHER'S
MESSAGE
MR JASON FARR
@MYSTERFARR
With just under a week left before the summer break we look back on yet another
rewarding term, filled with lots of opportunities for our students to shine, develop and grow.
This has been a year of collaboration and development for us at Plantsbrook. We have
worked closely with our partner schools in Broadleaf Partnership Trust and cemented
working relationships that will benefit all of our students as we continue to grow and develop
together. This edition of the newsletter is filled with many reports of school events and it is
lovely to see the plethora of activities that our school community has been involved in. As
we emerge from the dark cloud that Covid spread over all of our lives we embrace the rich
diversity of experiences that have returned to our school.
I want to start this message by acknowledging how grateful we are to have such a
supportive community at Plantsbrook. It has been genuinely heart-warming to see you, our
parents and families attend so many school events in recent weeks and months. We value
your support and we very much look forward to hosting more of these opportunities in the
new academic year. I am also incredibly grateful to our staff for organising these events and
making sure they run safely and smoothly for all involved.
In the last school newsletter, you may remember that I wrote about the impact social media and technology was having on our students. You will
have sensed my tone was one of genuine worry and concern for their wellbeing. As parents I am sure you will have similar worries and concerns.
As a leadership team we have spent much time discussing this topic and have embarked on reading and research to fully consider our stance
regarding the use of digital devices at Plantsbrook. You will of course know that contrary to most other schools, we have followed a policy
whereby we have allowed students to bring mobile phones to school, as long as they are turned off in the building and they use them outside
only at break and lunchtime. This policy is one that has stood for many years, but with the rise in phone ownership and the associated risks we
have decided to revise this policy in line with one observed by most other schools. This week we have been delivering assemblies to all students
to inform them of these changes, I am sure they will have discussed these with you at home. We will also be sharing the presentation from the
assembly with you so that you fully understand the context and the rationale behind our decision-making. From September, we hope that you
will support us in ensuring that we move to becoming an ‘invisible phone’ school. Students may choose to bring their phone to school, but if they
do, it is at their own risk. The phone will need to be ‘invisible’ throughout the school day from the moment the students enter the school gates. We
will be firmly enforcing the mantra “see it, hear it, lose it”, and any student who does not follow the new policy will be issued with a same day
detention to be completed at the end of the day and their phone will be confiscated and kept securely in reception, only to be returned after the
detention is completed. We would rather students not bring their phones to school at all, but we do recognise the safeguarding implications for
those who travel some distance.
There will also be some additional changes in September including a new start time to our school day at 8.35am. All students will need to be in
their tutorial or assembly by 8.35am each morning to avoid being marked late. Any student who is late will be placed in detention, unless there is a
valid reason presented by parents/ carers in writing or by telephone. We will also be moving to a centralised detention system, which will mean
all detentions will be completed wherever possible on the same day. We will send out further details on this in September but parents will all
receive a notification via the Parent Arbor App if their child is issued with a same day detention. Additionally, all students will be issued with a
Student Card when they return to school in September, this will record personal details including their timetable and all students will need to have
their student card in the top pocket of their blazer at all times.
Finally, just a reminder that after the Summer break, we will be expecting school uniform to be of the highest standard. We would ask parents to
use the break to replenish items as necessary. I thank you in advance for your cooperation and if there are any issues regarding financial
hardship that make any of this difficult then please do let us know. We are here to support.
I wish each and every one of you a very restful, relaxing and peaceful summer holiday.
Take care, and thank you as always for your continued support and feedback.
Mr J Farr
#proudtobeplantsbrook
Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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THE CEO'S MESSAGE
CLAIRE PRITCHARD
@C_M_PRITCHARD
Firstly, I would like to say a personal thank you to all of our students, staff, and families for
the amazing support that you have given as we have found our way ‘back to normal’ this
year.
I write this having just left our final Trustee meeting of the year and am immensely proud to
have heard members of our three school’s senior leadership teams share feedback about
the progress they have made throughout the year. Through our Trust review programme
and various staff network groups, where we bring our schools together to share what is
having the most positive effect on our education practice, I am pleased to see that we are
most definitely having an impact. We will continue to build on this work over the coming
year.
We have had a number of successes this year as a Trust, including gaining funding of
nearly £1 million to upgrade facilities at our existing schools, and the Department for
Education approving an application for Holland House Infant School and Nursery to join
us.We are currently progressing work with Holland House with a view to them potentially
becoming part of the Broadleaf Partnership Trust family in January 2023.
Our executive team, which includes the Headteacher of each school, alongside our Trustees, re-developed our Trust vision and values earlier
this year. I am sure you will agree that they encapsulate the ambition and adaptability you would expect to see from your child’s school in order
that they provide the very best education and hope that you can see how we live and breathe these values in our daily life.
Vision
Broadleaf Partnership Trust will lead and enable community centred schools that raise and realise aspirations, celebrate successes, and
promote a lifelong love of learning.
Our values
Aspiration

We celebrate a culture of continuous improvement, where all stakeholders are motivated to achieve the very best for every
child. We aspire to create learning environments that foster curiosity, inclusivity, talent and creativity so that every child is
encouraged to recognise their potential and develops ambitions that reflect their future goals.

Alliance

Working in partnership across our schools and in affiliation with stakeholders, across the education sector and beyond, we can
access information and networks that help to continually develop our people, communities and practice. Our collaborative
approach enhances the strength of unity across our Trust whilst simultaneously recognising the uniqueness of our schools. We
align many of our operational aspects whilst empowering learning leaders to meet the curriculum needs of their community.

Agility

We are agile in our approach, embracing change, and focused on excellence. We ignite and harness people’s passion by
encouraging experimentation and innovation to make learning meaningful, build organisational resilience and ensure our
approach stays current. We adopt a culture of shared and servant leadership across our Trust that enables action and provides
the flexibility to respond and adapt to the ever-changing climate.

Finally, you may have noticed a very large Broadleaf Partnership Trust sign appear on the vacant house at the edge of Plantsbrook’s land. Over
the summer, our core Trust team will be relocating their offices to this property so that Plantsbrook have even more space to develop their own
provision.
I wish you all a warm and safe summer and look forward to welcoming most of you back next year.All the very best of luck to those of you whose
time with our Trust family has ended. I wish you well in your future endeavours.
Claire Pritchard
CEO

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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THE PLANTSBROOK SCHOOL DAY
Dates and times for return to school in September 2022
Monday 5th September Training Day
No attendance for students
Tuesday 6th September Training Day
No attendance for students
Wednesday 7th September
Yr7 Tutorial 8.35-10.00am, Break 10.00am-10.20am, tutorial 10.20am-11.20am, virtual assembly 11.20am-12.10pm, lunch
12.10pm-1.05pm, PSHCE lesson 1.05-2.05pm, normal lessons commence from 2.05pm
Yr8 Tutorial 10.20-11.20am, virtual assembly 11.20am-12.20pm, lunch 12.20-1.05pm, PSHCE lesson 1.05pm-2.05pm,
normal lessons commence from 2.05pm
Yr9 Tutorial 10.00-11.00am, break 11.00-11.20am, virtual assembly 11.20-12.20pm, PSHCE lesson 12.20pm-1.20pm, lunch
1.20-2.05pm, normal lessons commence from 2.05pm
Yr10 Tutorial 10.00-11.00am, break 11.00-11.20am, virtual assembly 11.20-12.20pm, PSHCE lesson 12.20pm-1.20pm,
lunch 1.20-2.05pm, normal lessons commence from 2.05pm
Yr11 Tutorial 10.00-11.00am, break 11.00-11.20am, virtual assembly 11.20-12.20pm, PSHCE lesson 12.20pm-1.20pm,
lunch 1.20-2.05pm, normal lessons commence from 2.05pm
The day will end at 3.05pm for students in Years 7-11
Yr12 No attendance for students
Yr13 Students attend tutorial 11.20-1.20pm
Thursday 8th September
Normal Timetable for Years 7-11 & Year 13
Year 12 Tutorial 8.35-11.00am, normal lessons commence at 11.20am
Friday 9th September
Normal Timetable for all students
Please be advised that Wednesday 14th September will be our Annual Open Evening for the 2023 intake so all
students will finish the school day early at 12.20pm to enable the school to be setup for this event.

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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THE PLANTSBROOK SCHOOL DAY
The timing of the Plantsbrook School day changes slightly in 2022-23.
Doors open

8:15am

Make way to Registration

8:30am

Registration

8:35am - 9:00am

Lesson 1

9:00am - 10:00am

Break (Years 7 & 8)

10.00 - 10.20am

Lesson 2 (Years 9,10 & 11)

10:00 - 11.00am

Lesson 2A (Years 7 & 8)

10.20 - 11.20am

Break (Years 9,10 & 11)

11.00 - 11.20am

Lesson 3

11.20am - 12.20pm

Lunch (Years 7 & 8)

12.20 - 1.05pm

Lesson 4 (Years 9,10 & 11)

12.20 - 1.20pm

Lesson 4A (Years 7 & 8)

1.05 - 2.05pm

Lunch (Years 9,10 & 11)

1.20 - 2.05pm

Lesson 5

2.05 - 3.05pm

Detentions

3.05 - 4.05pm

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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THE PLANTSBROOK SCHOOL DAY
Registration
Attending registration is a legal requirement and it is a parents' responsibility to ensure students arrive promptly to school
to get to their tutor room by 8.35am at the latest. Students who arrive late to registration will be issued with a detention
unless there is a valid reason for lateness, confirmed in writing or by telephone by the parent/ carer. During registration
important notices and information are often given out to the tutor group as well as delivery of PSHCE content.
Each year group also has a weekly assembly during registration time in the main hall. Assemblies are a time for us to
reflect on issues which concern the school, celebrate our achievements and consider how we might improve.
Lessons
Lessons are the most important time of the school day. It is vital for students' future that they receive the best education
possible and attend all lessons. Students are expected to arrive promptly to each lesson, fully equipped and ready to
engage with learning. Any student deliberately arriving late or missing lessons will be placed in detention and/ or the
reflection room.
Movement Around School
We expect students to behave sensibly when moving along corridors and around school. At Plantsbrook School,
students should walk calmly, sensibly and follow the one-way system. They should ensure they do not disrupt the
learning of other students.
Break and Lunchtime
At break time, snacks are available to purchase in the canteen, which is also open at lunchtime to serve food and drinks.
At both break and lunchtime, students are encouraged to enjoy our outdoor spaces. Students in Years 7 - 11 are not
allowed off-site at either break or lunchtime without prior written permission.
In the event of poor weather, students are encouraged to use the outdoor canopies or sit in the canteen area.

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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TERM DATES
The Summer term will end on Thursday 21 July 2022 rather than Friday 22 July 2022 in lieu of the Queen's Platinum
Jubilee bank holiday.
AUTUMN TERM 2022

SPRING TERM 2023

SUMMER TERM 2023

Monday 5th September

Tuesday 3rd January

Monday 17th April

to

to

to

Friday 21st October

Friday 17th February

Friday 26th May

Half Term

Half Term

Half Term

Monday 31st October

Monday 27th February

Monday 5th June

to

to

to

Friday 16th December

Friday 31st March

Tuesday 25th July

TRAINING DAYS 2022/2023
Monday 5th September
Tuesday 6th September
Friday 21st October
Tuesday 3rd January
Monday 17th April

VACANCIES
Staff Vacancies
Please check https://plantsbrookschool.co.uk/staff-vacancies/ for future vacancies.

Contractor Vacancies
Catering and Cleaning Services - City of Wolverhampton Council

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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STAFF CHANGES
We say farewell to a number of our staff this summer. We wish them lots of success in their future
endeavours. We also say welcome to some new staff who are joining us and we wish them a successful
start to the new academic year in September.

Welcome...
P Upton - Estates & Compliance Director [Broadleaf Partnership Trust]
A Ball - Deputy IT Operations Manager [Broadleaf Partnership Trust]
L Mortiboys - Subject Leader of MFL
A Narciso - Teacher of MFL (Maternity Cover)
J Hartley -Teacher of MFL
H Smith - Teacher of Maths
F Tabassum - Teacher of Maths
E Cartwright -Teacher of Geography
M Smith -Teacher of Geography
K Taggar -Teacher of Science
L Appleby - Teacher of Science
A Khan - Teacher of Computing
J Hughes - Teacher of Food Technology
G Jackson - Teacher of PE Maternity cover
M Murrell - Primary Liaison Teacher
E Kirby - PA to Headteacher
R Calvin - Behaviour Support Assistant

We say Goodbye to...
N Orchard - Assistant Headteacher
K Bryan - Teacher of Science
D Gill - Academic Coach Maths/Science
S Fitzpatrick -Teacher of Maths
C Drury -Teacher of Maths
N Carpenter - Subject Leader of MFL
G Jones - Teacher of MFL and Assistant ACO
A Jeffs - Teacher of Geography
M Hoaresmith - Teacher of Geography

C Williams -Teacher of English
L Docker -Teacher of Art
K Randall -Teacher of Food Technician
P Mangal - Teaching Assistant SEN
B Hearne - Teaching Assistant
J Weir - Lunchtime Supervisor
A Stokes - Reprographics

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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PARENT
GOVERNOR
LOCKERS
ANDELECTION
PADLOCKS
You may recall that there was an election for a new parent governor in May. We can now confirm that
the candidate with the most votes was Paul Hanlon. Paul joins the Local Academy Committee with
effect from 13 May 2022.
Thanks to all the candidates for standing for election and to all parents who supported the process by
voting, we received a substantial number of votes.

FREE
SCHOOL
MEALS
LOCKERS
AND
PADLOCKS
If your circumstances have changed recently and you now meet any of the eligibility criteria in the
table below you should apply for free school meals.

You no longer have to complete paper work and bring in evidence for Free School Meals it is all done
by simply registering online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham/.
You only ever need to register once and then school will automatically be updated of eligibility or any
changes. This information is data protected as per the terms shown on the website. If you are unable
to access the system to register, we can do this for you, please provide the following details - National
Insurance Number, Date of Birth and Parent Full Name to finance@plantsbrookschool.co.uk, Please
check your entitlement, if you have any queries, please email finance.

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS
All lockers are numbered and have been logged against each student that has paid for a locker. As per
the locker contract, this locker is their responsibility therefore students are not allowed to move
lockers without prior permission. Please ensure that your child is aware of this and remember their
locker number. Students will have received a school combination padlock to use on their locker. It is
their responsibility to ensure that the padlock is locked securely onto their locker using a combination
that isn’t obvious to other students. If a padlock is lost then there will be a charge for a replacement
padlock (currently £8.00).
Finally, please note only school-issued padlocks are allowed to be used on the lockers for security
purposes. We have noticed that there are non-regulation padlocks on a number of lockers and these
must be removed immediately. Any that are not removed will be cut off by our site team.
Finance Dept.

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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LOCKERS
SPORTSAND
DAY PADLOCKS
On Friday 8th July we were able to host our annual Sports Day event. For three of the year groups, it
was their first time competing and for Year 10...their last! The weather was great and all students were
a credit to Plantsbrook School in their demeanour to support all athletes, in every event. There were
some thrilling performances across both track and field events. Scores have been collated and will be
given to the students in their rewards assembly this week.
Well done again to all of the students for representing their form and participating in such good spirits
on the day.
PE Team

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
Tel: 0121 362 7310 | Email: enquiry@plantsbrookschool.co.uk
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LOCKERSCHAMPIONSHIP
AND PADLOCKS
ORIENTEERING
Recently I represented Plantsbrook School in the West Midlands Schools
Orienteering Championship which this year took place in Sandwell Valley.
It was tough competition and for most of the 2.9km course I was in 6th
place, however due to a miscalculation I took an extra 6 minutes than
necessary locating checkpoint 7 and slipped back into 10th place, which
was my finishing position. The event was very fun and I had a great time.
Written by Oscar W, 8K.

LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
HOCKEY SUCCESS
Since September a dedicated number of Year 7 & 8 Pupils have been training every Wednesday night
after school in preparation for the local Sutton schools hockey mini-league . Alongside the dedication
of coaching and refereeing work of Ollie M and Tom L, I'm very proud to say that both the boys and the
girls' teams took both titles, almost undefeated to establish themselves as the best Year 7 & 8 hockey
teams in Sutton. Many of the Year 7s had never played hockey before September so it just goes to
show that practice and determination pay off.
We look forward to playing to retain the title next November!
Well done!
Ms Mason

Y10 FOOTBALL FINAL
On Friday 29th April the Year 10 Football Team played in the
Super Cup Final at Aston Villa's training ground, Bodymoor
Heath. Against a tough opposition Arena Academy, the lads
found themselves 3-0 down after 20 minutes due to some
unforced errors and some misfortune. At halftime, the team
regrouped and tried to get back into the game hitting the
woodwork 3 times and pulling one goal back through James
D with a clinical finish. As the lads pushed on and not
converting their chance Arena Academy scored two more
goals and were deserved winners on the day. I would like to
thank all the players that participated and played this year,
especially when some games we were short of players and
they stepped in. Hopefully, the team can go one better next
season and play at Villa Park!
Mr Brough

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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CRICKET TEAM
AND CRICKET
LEADERSHIP
LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
Throughout the summer term a number of Year 9 and Year 8
girls have developed their cricket leadership skills by
completing the 'Chance to Shine' delivered by Warwickshire
Cricket Club. Paired with this we competed and won the
Sutton Schools Year 7 and Year 8 Cricket Competition in
June. All of the girls have been fantastic ambassadors for the
school which resulted in a days leadership and competing at
Harbourne CC where the girls finished 3rd overall. There have
been some truly amazing performances this term and we
hope to build on this moving forward next year.
Mr Brough

GOLF TEAM
On Wednesday 6th July our golf team competed at the home of
England Golf at Woodhall Spa Golf Resort. The team qualified
after winning the Warwickshire Schools event earlier in the year.
In tough conditions the students managed a team best score (top
two players) of 74 points and finished 3rd overall...only 3 points of
first place!! Its great to see Freddy, Will and Luke achieving this
and a special thanks to the parents for supporting the day and
making sure everything ran so smoothly.
Mr Brough

KS3 CRICKET SUCCESS
A huge well done to the girls cricket team who proved themselves the best in Sutton to win through to
the city finals at Harborne Cricket Club on the 5th July.
Winning 2 out of their 3 games, only losing in the pool matches to the eventual winners Edgbaston High.
In the playoffs, we proudly won with outstanding batting and fielding to beat Bordesley Green and take
a well earnt 3rd place behind Edgbaston High and King Edwards High School for girls.
The team made me hugely proud, well done.
Ms Mason

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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CLOSING THE
LOCKERS
ANDGAP
PADLOCKS
This term we ran several initiatives to try and close the
gap where boys are underachieving when compared to
girls. Boys were selected across all year groups to try
and improve on their predicted targets whether that be
progress 8 or their expected attainment pathway.
In year 11 we had over 28 boys improve their grades
with several of them doing so by over half a grade per
subject. A special mention goes to Kieran O who had his
prom suit paid for, plus Freddie T and Cameron H who
won their prom tickets (pictured above). All these
students made the most progress.

In years 8, 9 and 10 we ran an initiative where boys
had to improve the amount of green cards for
excellent homework to try and close the gap,
with special mentions going to James Dale-Jones,
Morgan Fryer and Lyric Powell (pictured below) who
won vouchers for receiving more than five green
cards. The results for years 8 and 9 will be revealed at
the end of term and will be shared in our next
newsletter.
We have also set up a leadership group where
selected boys in years 8 and 9 have started and will
continue next year to lead on sport and literacy at
our partnership school Town Junior. We hope gaining
leadership skills and confidence will improve grades
across all subjects and again narrow that gap to girls.
There will be many more initiatives running next year;
we will be taking the most improved year 10 boy for a
super car driving experience and groups of boys
who show progress to Lazer Quest.
Mr Saunders & Miss Lenton

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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LOCKERS
PADLOCKS
STREET
DANCEAND
WORKSHOP
On Wednesday 29th June we had the delight of hosting
Shaun Paul Smith and the Rockschool for a street dance
workshop. The students who attended the workshop all
worked incredibly hard and there was some real talent
that shone through. We would like to thank Shaun and Alex
for giving our students this opportunity. They have kindly
offered Plantsbrook students a free street dance session
at Rockschool. Please see details on the letter below for
how to book on to your free lesson. You can claim this
whether you attended the workshop or not.

ROCK SCHOOL
Today, Shaun Paul Smith - Choreographer for Kidz Bop, The Voice UK and Justin Bieber visited
Plantsbrook School and your child took part in an amazing Street Dance Class.
We were so impressed with how fantastic all the students were, as a great big well done, we're offering
everyone a free street dance class, at Tamworth Assembly Rooms.
RockSchool is a contemporary, industry-led Music & Performance hub providing the very best in
teaching and learning from professional tutors who have built their careers working in the music and
entertainment industry.
We offer Vocal, Musical Theatre, Guitar, Drums, Piano and acting sessions as well as musical theory.
For more information anything we offer at RockSchool or to book your Free Street Dance Session
please contact our Studio Manager Alex on the details below.
www.rockschooluk.com
Email: alex@rockschooluk.com
Tel: 01827872377
On 29th June 2022, I attended a street dance workshop held by
Sean Paul Smith. We did some dance exercises and learnt a hip-hop
dance. I enjoyed this workshop as it was an innovative experience
and fun for everyone to just take part and join in. There were also
opportunities to join rock school and attend their classes, which
would build up to being in their annual show! This was quite a big
opportunity - overall it was very fun, exciting and eventful. I would
definitely do it again!
By Sophia Firkins - 8N.

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
MUSIC
CELEBRATION
I would like to thank all the musicians involved in the summer concert,
on 7th July. The evening commenced with an amazing performance by
our dhol ensemble. It only started in September, funded by Services For
Education, yet the performance proved to be very accomplished. This
was followed by our bassoon ensemble, which is again a relatively new
ensemble. Vocal performances included the school choir, a small
ensemble and Sienna P singing ‘Valerie’. Highlights from Orchestra
were ‘Pirates Of The Caribbean’ and ‘Joseph’. There were amazing
performances from Swing Band, Rock Band and Soundlab. Instrumental
soloists included a beautiful piano piece played by Zahra H, a haunting
flute solo by Rosabelle M and a lyrical bassoon solo by Casper S. I am
yet again surprised by the fantastic musical talent of the musicians at
Plantsbrook, and would like to wish all our Year 11 and Year 13 leavers
every success and happiness in the future.
Mrs Wilson
Subject Leader of Performing Arts

THE WATER WELL CHARITY
The Water Well Charity is a project that myself and some friends have done over the past year. The
Water Crisis is a vast issue that 2 billion people have to live with every day, causing nearly 4 million
deaths (2.2 million being children) each year due to sanitation and hygiene-related illnesses. Not many
people realise the impact this has on education and lifestyle. Women are forced to collect infected
water rather than having a real education, like me and all my friends do. The Water Crisis really put
things in perspective for me, helping me to understand how we can make a real difference. This Charity
(Al Mustafa Welfare Trust) was initially introduced to me by a friend of mine. I became inspired to work
with others to solve issues of thirst, hunger and poverty, which is exactly what this charity does. The
Welfare Trust aims to provide clean water to some of the most impoverished communities, offering
long-term solutions. Our goal is to build a water well that could supply water for 2,000 people as well
as solving issues of famine and drought. So far, we have raised money through a Bake Sale and a Wear
Blue Day. I would like to thank all families for their help in supporting selling and buying this year, your
contributions have been amazing and I cannot wait for more events to come next year.

LOCKERS AND PADLOCKS

This Water Crisis can be changed through your kind donations. As a school community, we can make a
huge difference to someone’s life. Always remember that Water Changes Everything!
“Never underestimate the difference you can make. Step forward, reach out and help.” Pablo
Credits: Maggie F, Elizabeth F, Evie T, Isobel W, Elisabeth J, Gabriella C, Lucy G, Keira S, Kenya G,
Zahra R, Lakshmi B, Lucy C, Evie B, Ruby P, Miss Cook, Mrs Jones, Miss Dasley, Mrs Jeffs
Mariah Taha Year 9

Upper Holland Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1RB
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 9TH – 15TH MAY
In May we marked Mental Health Awareness Week. Throughout the week Wellbeing Ambassadors
have been facilitating discussions with students around school on various wellbeing related topics.
Monday was healthy coping strategies, Tuesday was on mindfulness, Wednesday was all about the
importance of self-care and finally Thursday was healthy sleep tips.
On the Friday Ambassadors organised stalls in the canteen where students could get involved in
mindful colouring, healthy vs. unhealthy coping strategies and also take part in some fun board games
as a way of connecting with other students in the community.

POSITIVE
TIMES @AND
PLANTSBROOK
LOCKERS
PADLOCKS
The 3rd edition of our Positive Stories Newspaper was released in May and we have had a great
response from it. This terms edition includes stories on good news around the world and within our
schools, an inspiring person – Muhammed Ali and an informative article on bipolar awareness.
We also said goodbye to our Year 13 editor this term as she is off to university in September. Laiba
Sheraz in Year 10 has been chosen as the news editor and we are really excited to see what wonderful
ideas she brings!
All editions of the PositiveTimes@Plantsbrook can be found on the Wellbeing section of the
Plantsbrook School website.

LOCKERS
ANDBEGINS
PADLOCKS
PEER
MENTORING
Our Year 12 and Year 13 peer mentors have started their first peer mentoring sessions over the last few
weeks. They have been eager to get stuck in since they attended a rigorous 4-hour training on how to
be the most effective peer mentor. Peer mentoring is known to increase well-being, self-esteem,
positive decision-making and create a sense of belonging to the students involved; so we are excited
to see the impact of this initiative.
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LOCKERS
ANDAWARD
PADLOCKS
DUKE OF EDINBURGH
BRONZE
– 2021-2022
Over the course of this academic year, we have had a number of Year 9 and Year 10
students participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. While many are still
working towards the completion of their sections, the weekend of 25/26 June saw
participants undertake their Assessed Expedition, which is often the highlight of the
award.
The vast majority of students were in very good spirits throughout and seemed to
have a great time setting up camp and being self-sufficient. While there were a few
hiccoughs along the way (mainly weather related!), most of the participants were
successful in their aims.
We would like to congratulate those students for their hard work and perseverance.
Well done!

LOCKERS
AND PADLOCKS
HUMANITIES
In Year 8 RE lessons, we have been learning about war and peace. Students were tasked with doing some
research on the Ukraine war and asked to show some empathy and compassion towards people in this war torn
country. Students were asked to complete a creative piece of work such as a poem, letter or poster raising
awareness of the Ukraine situation. Here are some of the finalists work.

Winners
Lily S 8K
Ellie H 8K

Runners Up
Ezana H 8B
Molly H 8A
Jacey L 8K
Harvey D 8P

Other Finalists
8A: Scarlett L
Darcy W
Madison C
Emily R

8P: Jess D
8B: Amelia D
Lucy L
8T: Asia M
Lucy M

I WANT - by Hebe H
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8N: Maddie B
Eva F
8L: Hebe H
Joe G
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